Former  Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Owen  C( 
prays  with  more  than  2,500  youths  during  a  Baptist  yoi 
preceding  the  SBC.  More  than  7,000  youths  gathered 
afternoon  for  a  witnessing  bitz,  sharing  their  faith.  Appro 
pated  in  a  similar  blitz  the  next  day.  (David  Clanton  pho 

N.  0.  Seminary  h( 
Dan  Hall  at  celebi 

NEW  ORLEANS— More  than  1,600  lando,  Fla.,  j 
alumni  and  friends  of  New  Orleans  Southern  Ba[ 
Seminary  celebrated  the  65th  anniver-  Two  of  the 
sary  of  the  institution,  by  honoring  dis-  dents  of  Net 
tinguished  alunmi  and  former  presi-  ceived  plaqu 
dents.  service  to’  thi 

Honored  as  distinguished  alumni  Honored  w 
were  R.  Kirby  Godsey,  president  of  cellor  of  Soul 
Mercer  University,  Macon,  Ga.;  Dan  Seminary,  L 
C.  Hall  director  of  the  church  music  Cothen,  pres 
department,  Mississippi  Baptist  (Ton-  day  School  1 
vention.  Jackson;  and  James  B.  Hen-  andLandruir 


Resident  Draper  asks  for  commu iiication 

1  *  ‘  ^ 


JUN.2  S  1982 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

In  a  press  conference  following  his 
election  as  president  as  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  Jimmy  Draper, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Euless, 
Texas,  indicated  that  the  various  fac¬ 
tions  among  Southern  Baptists  need  to 
begin  “talking  to  each  other  rather 
than  about  each  other.” 

Draper  fielded  questions  concerning 
inerrancy  of  scriptures,  the  Moral 
Majority  and  group  prayer  in  public 
schMis. 

He  said  that  Southern  Baptists  have 
to  communicate  with  one  another 
“otherwise.  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  a 
farce.” 

Draper,  who  pulled  56.91  percent  of 


the  runoff  vote  for  SBC  president 
against  Duke  McCall,  retired  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  Seminary,  called 
himself  a  conservative  But  he  said 
that  in  making  committee  appoint¬ 
ments,  he  wojild  not  insist  on  appoint¬ 
ing  only  per^ns  who  “use  the  word 
‘inerrancy’,”' 

“1  won’t  argue  over  biblical  in¬ 
terpretation  he  said  He  wants  people 
serving  on  cfimmittees  who  have  a 
“deep  comnlitment  to  the  word  of 
God.”  However,  he  added  that  “I 
would  not  appoint  anybody  to  any 
committee  who  denied  portions  of  the 
scripture.”  , 

Draper  indicated  that  he  would  not 
be  “dictatorial”  in  his  choosing  'of 


committee  positions  and  that  he  would 
work  in  “close  consultation”  with  his 
vice  presidents. 

He  noted  thqt  though  he  has  great 
confidence  in  Southern  Baptist 
schools,  there  has  beeii  an  erosion  of 
the  very  conservative  view.  He  said 
that  the  theological  problens  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  have  been  facing  lately, 
“center  in  the  academic  community  .” 
But  he  added  that  that  is  the  logical 
place  for  dialogue  and  controversy  to 
be  expected  brcause  of  the  nature  of 
educational  institutions. 

“I  do  not  want  anybody  fired,”  he 
said.  “But  we  do  want  to  look  at  the 
problem.”  He  said  that  the  trustees  of 
the  institutions  arc  the  proper  persons 


to  investigate  any  theological  prob¬ 
lems. 

Draper  said  he  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  any  liberals  teaching  in  Baptist 


schools  give  a  “balanced  view”  of 
scripture.  He  said  that  “I  do  not  want 
to  pay  the  salary  of  one  who  believes 
Adam  and  Eve  are  ficticious.”  He 
explained  that  if  the  first  man  never 
fell ,  then  Jesus’  death  on  the  cross  was 
for  nothing.  He  noted  that  he  does  not 
believe  that  “one  wKo  disavows  a  lit¬ 
eral  interpretation  of  Genesis  would 
have  the  high  view  of  scriptures  1  think 
is  necessary”  to  teach  in  Southerh 
Baptists  schools.  He  later  said  that  he 
would  rather  have  such  people  leave 
by  attrition. 

Concerning  the  Moral  Majority,  or¬ 
ganization,  Draper  said  that  most 
Southern  Baptists  are  not  a  part  of  it, 
but  that  most  likely  agree  with  it  on 


issues.  He  s^id  he  does  not  agree  with 
Jerry  Falw^ll’s  activity  in  “precinct 
level  politici”  But  he  said  that  Oirist- 
ians  need  toj  take  moral  positions.  He 
listed  abordon  and  prayer  in  public 
school  as  mbral  issues. 

Draper  sa|id  he  dops  not  believe  thei 
Supreme  Court  forbade  group  prayer 
in  public,  schools,  but  lower  courts 
have  interpreted  cases  as  such.  He 
said  if  loweif  court  decisions  cannot  be 
reversed,  he  would  favor  the  Reagan 
prayer  amendment,  which  would  take 
the  group  Ijrayer  issue  out  of  the 
court’s  hands  and  that  if  students  are 
not  allowed  jto  pray  in  groups  at  scho<^, 
“we  deny  ^e  theistic  concept”  that 
America  was  founded  upon. 
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“Ulcer  gulch 


Chris  Fast  of  Kenner,  La.,  and  Ed  Lewis,  Talihina.  Okie.,  stand  on  the  steps  of  a  New 
Orleans  home  to  deliver  a  Christian  witness  to  the  resident.  As  it  turned  out  the  lady 
was  also  a  Southern  Baptist  (Photo  by  John  Swain) 

! 

400  witness  in  city 
evangelism  project 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)- 
Approximately  400  persons  partici¬ 
pated  Sunday  afternoon  in  an 
evangelistic  project  by  sharing  Christ¬ 
ian  faith  in  the  inner  city  of  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Although  the  number  was  far  short 
of  the  5,000  anticipated,  Earl  Nobles, 
logistics  coordinator  for  the  event, 
said  the  group  will  be  able  to  visit  3,000 
to  4,000  households. 

‘“There  was  no  way  to  know  how 
'  many  persons  would  actually  come  to 
participate,”  Nobles  said.  “We  made 
plans  for  the  number  we  felt  it  would 
take  to  saturate  the  city.” 

The  committee  planning  the  event 
engaged  75  buses  to  transport  the  vis¬ 
itors  to  3,300  blocks  of  the  c|ty.  When 
the  smaller  number  arrived,  about 
half  of  the  buses  were  released  to  re¬ 
duce  expenses. 

“We  consolidated  groups,  elimi- 


Ga.;  Dan 
church  music 
Baptist  (Ton- 
James  B.  Hen- 
Or- 


Codper  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss., 
yout^  rally  in  the  Superdome 


Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Grady  C. 
Cothen,  president  of  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  Nashville.  Tenn., 
and  Landrum  P.  Leavell ,  current  pres¬ 
ident  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


1  ■  ■  ■ 

i-  Convention  votes  reflet 

^  diversity  of  messengers 


nated  some  qf  the  areas  and  reor-. 
ganized  the  effort  in  light  of  the 
number  participating.”  Nobles  said. 
“But  we  feel  we  will  receive  a  rep¬ 
resentative  idea  of  the  needs  of  the 
areas  from  the  reports  of  the  teams 
that  did  go  out.”  , 

The  New  Ofleans  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  will  benefit  by  the  information,  he 
said.  “This  will  help  us  plan  mission 
work  in  the  city  and  find  areas  of 
greatest  need.  If  150  teams  make  25 
visits  each,  this  will  represent  con^ 
tacts  with  approximately  10,000 
people.” 

In  addition  to  gathering  information 
about  spiritual  needs  and  witnessing  of 
the  Christian'faith,  the  visitors  ex¬ 
tended  an  invitation  to  attend  the  Billy 
Graham  rally  .Sunday  night. 

Ron  Herred,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church.  Keniwr,  was  general  chair¬ 
man  of  Bold  Mi.ssion  New  Orleans. 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Southern  Baptists  attending  their 
annual  convention  in  New  Orleans 
continued  a  “long  ride  through  ulcer 
gulch”  as  conflicting  ideas  concerning 
how  Southern  Baptists  feel  about  how 
the  SBC  is  run  and  how  moral  issues 
should  be  dealt  with  were  debated  in 
business  sessions. 

The  “ulcer  gulch”  phrase  was  ut* 
tered  by  Adrian  Rogers  during  one 
such  debate.  After  three  persons 
nominated  by  the  committee  on 
boards  had  been  replaced  by  floor 
votes,  Wayne  Allen  of  Memphis  moved 
to 'refer  the  entire  report  back  to ’the 
committee,  a  motion  that  was  de¬ 
feated  by.ballot,  4,687  to  4,351. 

Discussing  Allen’s  motion,  Ken  Cha- 
fin,  pastor  of  South  Main  Baptist 
Church,  Houston,  Tex.,  said  “I  would 
rather  ttusf  this  report  to  the  messen¬ 
gers  of  this  convention  than  to  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  persons  in  a  back  room.” 

Responding  to  that  statement,  Ro¬ 
gers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church,  Memphis,  and  a  former  SBC 
president,  said  that  “our  conventions 
are  going  to  be  a  long  ride  through 


ulcer  gulch  when  we  try  to  do  the  work 
of  a  committee.  The  vote  is  ours. 
Committees  ought  to  do  the  work  we 
have  told  them  to  do.” 

The  rest  of  the  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Boards  was  accepted  later  with¬ 
out  further  contention. 

Election  of  the  SBC  president  was  an 
early  indication  of  how  messengers 
felt  about  SBC  government.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  organized  groups  within  the 
convention  have  fielded  candidates  fra* 
the  presidency,  knowing  thatthe  office 
of  president  carries  the  power  to  name 
persons  to  the  committ^  on  commit¬ 
tees.  This  committee  nominates  the 
committee  on  boards,  which  in  turn, 
nominates  persons  to  trusteeships  of 
Baptist  ageiKies.  * 

It  has  been  a  complaint  by  a  number 
.of  disaffected  Southern  Baptists,  and 
from  agitators  outside  the  denomina- 
tien,  that  “liberals”  are  teaching  in 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries,  and  that 
the  presidency  can  be  used  to  get  trus¬ 
tees  who  will  move  the  seminaries 
back  toward  conservatism,  or  the 
teaching  of  more  literal  interpretation 
of  such  portions  of  scripture  as 


Genesis  1-11. 

Last  year,  Bailey  Smith,  a  conserva¬ 
tive,  was  reelect^  to  a  second  term 
over  Abner  McCall,  retired  president 
of  BaylcH-  University,  and  a  candidate 
of  “moderates”  who  generally  have  a 
more  tolerant  view  of  persons  who 
vary  in  their  scriptural  interpetations. 

This  year,  Jimmy  Draper,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Euless,  Tex., 
was  the  winner  of  the  presidency  in  a 
runoff  against  Duke  McCall,  retired 
president  of  Southern  Seminary  and 
president  of  the  Baptist  World  Al¬ 
liance.  Voting  was  8,331  to  6,292. 

The  election  was  marred  by  accusa¬ 
tions  that  McCall  had  a  drinking  prob- , 
lem,  which  was  denied  by  McCall. 

Draper,  in  his  press  conference,  in¬ 
dicated  he  has  noted  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  seminaries  whathe  called  “an  ero¬ 
sion  of  the  very  conservative  view.” 
He  noted  that  he  did  not  want  anybody 
fired,  but  “we  do  want  to  look  at  the 
problem.” 

A  resolution  was  presented  which 
called  “unethical”  a  release  in  a 
number  of  state  Baptist  papers  (in¬ 
cluding  the  Baptist  Record)  of  listings 


of  names  of  persons  nominated  to 
boards  and  agencies  by  the  committee 
on  boards.  Itiat  committee  had  voted 
earlier  not  to  release  those  names 
prior  to  the  iconvention.  The  list  was 
mailed  to  Baptist  editors,  anonym¬ 
ously  and  checked  by  the  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  for  accuracy. 

However,  h  subsUtute  resolution,  in 
its  final  fcHin,  as  submitted  by  Owen 
Cooper  of  Yazoo  City,  basically  asked 
the  presid«|t  and  the  committee  on 
boards  to  release  names  of  their 
nominees  3oldays  prior  to  next  year’s 
convention.  [That  resolution  passed. 

A^umber  of  other  resolutions  were  a 
mixed  bag  ^f  right-wing  actions  and 
historic  Baptist  positions.  Messengers 
voted  to  support  a  prayer  in  the  public 
schools  amendment,  and  to  support 
teaching  of  scientific  creationism.  But 
they  voted  fiot  to  support  tuition  tax 
credits  or  a  U.S.  Constitutional  con¬ 
vention.  I 

Messengers,  following  some  debate, 
resolved  agSinst  all  abortion  except  to 
save  the  life  of  the  mother  and  they 
tabled  an  admonishment  of  James 
(Conpnued  on  page  2) 


J.d«,=  .ua<.n  I  Pastors  hear  Bush,  Cash, 

to  show  rally  1  44 

courtesy  Calvary  I  Crranam,  great  serm(j)ns 


•  The  Sunday  evening  session  of 
the  1982  Pasters’  (Conference  at 
New  Orleans  will  be  telecast  June 
25  on  WLBT,  Channel  3,  in 
Jackson  from  9  p.m.  to  10  p.m., 
according  to  Joe  Tuten,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson,  which  is  sjwnsoring  the 
telecast. 

The  Sunday  evening  session  of 
the  Pastors’  Conference  included 
the  messages  by  Vice-President 
George  Bush  and  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham.  There  were  2,000  deci¬ 
sions  following  Graham’s  mes¬ 
sage.  Music  included  selections 
by  The  Centurymen,  by  Johnny 
and  June  Carter  Cash,  and  by 
Willa  Dorsey. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)-The  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Pastors’  Conference 
blended  evangelistic,  Bible-based 
preaching  with  the  election  of  a  con¬ 
servative  president  and  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  religious  right  by  Vice 
President  George  Bush  to  maintain  a 
conservative  stance  throughout  a 
.  two-day  meeting  at  the  Superdome. 

jAn  estimated  2,000  persons  re¬ 
sponded  to  .an  evangelistic  appeal  by 
Bflly  Graham  at  the  opening  session. 
Attendance  at  the  rally,  estimated  by 
Superdome  officials  at  42,000,  was  far 
short  of  the  80,000  goal. 

Elected  president  of  the  Pastor’s 
Conference  was  Fred  Wolfe,  previ¬ 
ously  vice  president  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Although  Bush  began  his  remarks 


Satterwhite,  Thompson 
are  on  boards  committee 


Mississippians  appointed  by  SBC 
Presidoit  Bailey  Smith  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  COmfnittees  were  Gerald  Har¬ 
ris,  pastor  of  Colonial  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  and  Richard  Lee, 
pastor  of  Highland  Baptist  Church, 
Laurel. 


layman,  who  was  ineligible  for  re- 
election. 

For  the  Foreign  Mission  Board; 
Larry  Kennedy,  Laurel  pastor  to  re¬ 
place  James  Richardson,  Madison 
pastor,  who  was  ineligible  for  reelec¬ 
tion. 


by  saying  he  would  not  be  political,  the 
Republican  used  the  platform  to  en¬ 
dorse  and  embrace  the  religious  right 
in  the  strongest  statement  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  made  by  a  top  official  of  the 
Reagan  administration. 

The  vice  president  said  he  did  not 
feel  the  religious  right  wanted  to’  im¬ 
pose  its  own  moral  values  on  Ameri¬ 
can  society,  and  that  it  was  a  predicta¬ 
ble  response  to  trends  in  America  oyer 
the  last  25  years,  including  legal  k>6r- 
tion,  use  of  drugs,  widespread  pornog¬ 
raphy,  sexual  conduct  and  marriage. 

In  his  message  following  music  by 
Johnny  Cash  and  June  Carter  Cash, 
Graham  said  he  had  not  come  to  speak 
on  world  affairs  or  deliver  a  major  Ad¬ 
dress,  but  to  preach  an  etfangelistic 
message. 

Following  a  pattern  he  used  for 
years,  Graham  first  painted  a  dismal 
picture  of  world  condition's.  “The 
chances  of  our  living  to  the  year  2000 
are  very  remote  unless  God  ihtervenes 
with  a  miracle,”  Graham  said. 

Graham  proclaimed  all  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  world  are  basically  moral 
and  spiritual,  and  that  the  solution  to 
all  is  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

SBC  President  Bailey  Smith,  pastor 
at  First  Southern  Baptist  Church,  Del 
City,  Okla.,  opened  the  cdnference, 


been  nominated  by  last  year's  Com¬ 
mittee  on  ^ards,  w»e  as  fellows: 

For  the  Executive  Committee;  In¬ 
gram  Foster,  Prentiss  layman,  to  re¬ 
place  Owen  Cooper,  Yazoo  City 


Harold  Kitchings,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation, 
to  replace  Howard  Taylor,  Pascagoula 
pastor,  who  was  eligible  for  re- 
election. 


King-sized  crowds  in  the  New  Orleans  Superdome  caused  the  SBC  to  opt  tor 
king-sized  viewing  possibilities.  The  giant  screens  at  ^e  top  of  the  Superdome 
allowed  messengers  to  view  actions  on  the  podium  during  convention  proceedings. 
Here  outgoing  SBC  President  Bailey  Smith  delivers  his{  President's  address.  (Tim 
Nicholas  photo)  { 


saying  “thi$  is  the  greatest  hour  in  the 
history  of  njiankind”  to  proclaim  the 
gospel. 

During  a  series  of  12  sermons  on 
“great”  tekts  of  the  scriptuites,  the 
evangelistic  conservative  theme  was 
repeated  byl  almost  every  speaker. 

Challengite  the  pastors  to  be  effect¬ 


ive  souiwinhers,  fornifer  SBC  Pres¬ 
ident  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church,  Memphis, 
warned  “if  Vou’re  not  out  there  win¬ 
ning  souls,  you’re  not  right  with  God.” 

In  the  opjening  message  on  “the 
Great  Begiijning,”  Barry  Landrum, ' 
pastorof  FirptBaptistChurch,  Bossier 
City,  La.,  said  it  is  preposterous,  naive 
and  ridiculobs  to  believe  in  evolution 
or  “self-creation.” 

In  a  message  on  “The  Great  Invita¬ 
tion,”  Charles  T.  Carter,  pastor  of 
Shades  Mojintain  Baptist  Church, 
Birminghanl,  Ala.,  lashed  out  at  the 
concept  of  “liniversalism”  which  con¬ 
tends  that  eventually  everyone  in  the 
universe  wil)  be  saved,  v 

Carter  said  it  is  not  enough  even  to 
“believe  wilh  the  mind”  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ,  but  that  salvation  requires 
“commitment  to  the  will  of  God.”  He 
questioned  Whether  many  Southern 
^ptists  are  truly  committed. 

(Conpu^  on  page  2) 
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message 


mission,  our 


Not  only  is  the  Bible  the  only  book  that  enables  US  to  interpret  Christ  correctly,  ideological  persuasion  with  the  good  news  of  auniversa|  Savior  who  transcends 
It  is,  for  that  reason,  the  only  book  that  Christ  sends  his  Spirit  to  help  us  interpret  all  of  these  cleavages  and  thus  can  unite  our  incredible  differences, 
correctly.  The  promise  of  the  Upper  Room,  that  the  Paraclete  will  guide  ias  into  It  is  difficult  for  outside  observer^  to  grasp  the  radical  universality  of  our 
all  truth  by  taking  what  is  Christ’s  and  declaring  it  to  us  (John  16:13-15),, is  a  mission.  Media  pundits  tend  to  positionize  us  in  the  religilius  marketplace  with  19 

percent  of  the  American  population  thatlikes  to  view  itMlf  as  “evangelical,’’  or 
with  47  percent  that  prefers  to  call  itself  “conservative. r  While  there  is  nothing 


^  By  William  E.  Hull 

*  n.”  ^  Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church.  Shreveport.  Louisiana. 

1  nwst  of  our  history.  Southern  Baptists  suffered  obscurity  as  the  neg- 

®^I^hild,  or  even  the  unwanted  black  sheep,  of  the  American  religious 
f*”^**^*"^'  ntore  recent  years  have  found  us  bliniting  from  the  unaccus- 
onied  glare  of  national  publicity  as  our  heartland,  the  ^ce-blighted  Sunbelt, 
wcame  a  pivotal  region  both  economically  and  politically;  as  one  of  our 
preachers.  Billy  Graham,  became  the  most  famous  evar^elist  in  the  world;  as 
one  of  our  laymen.  Jimmy  Carter,  became  Presidentof  th4  United  States;  and  as 
^  ranks  swelled  to  make  us  the  largest  evangelical  denomination  in  the  coun- 

Suddenly,  evehybody  wanted  to  know  who  Southern  Baptists  really  were.  Our  never  lies  -  _ 

’  annual  sessions  began  to  be  covered  by  the  mass  media,  c^r  leaders  began  to  be  ever  be  on  our  lips  because  they  are  “wonderful  words  of  life, 
interviewed  for  feature  stories,  even  our  controversies  began  to  be  analyzed  in  , 
an  effort  to  detect  religious  trends.  AS  we  moved  from- the  shadows  into  the 
Spotlight,  what  answers  regarding  our  identity  did  we  have  to  offer  a  curious  We  turn 

public?  j,  above  the  _ ^ 

The  most  deliberate  effort  at  self -definition  for  this  image-conscious  age  came  ourselves  but  for  the  world .  It  suggests  that  the  gospel  declared  in  Scripture  is  f^^r 

at  our  1978  meeting  i^  Atlanta  when,  for  the  first  time,  we  adopted  “a  symbol  for  every  person  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Our  logo  announces  for  all  to  see  that,  if  the 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention”  This  now-familiar  de^gn  depicted  the  Bible  Bible  is  our  message,  the  world  is  our  mission. 

and  the  world  held  together  by  the  cross.  These  three  com|xments  were  selected  The  original  Charter  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  adopted  in  1845, 
to  identify  the  cardinal  convictions  which  lie  at  the  heart  of  our  common  life,  declared  in  its  preamblo  that  our  purpose  was  “the  propagation  of  the  gospel.” 

Therefore,  let  us  use  this  official  denominational  logo  to  clarify  afresh,  both  for  'This  founding  vision  has  been  given  fresh  impetus  in  our  day  by  the  adoption  of 
ourselves  and  for  all  who  would  inquire,  something  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Bold  Mission  Thrust  as  the  central  imperative  of  our  denominational  life. 
Southern  Baptist.  Launched  in  1978,  this  massive  enterprise  commits  us  to  share  the  gospel  with 

1.  Our  Message .  The  Bible  every  person  in  the  world  by  the  year  2000.  It  challenges  every  church  and  every 


Symbdlned,  then,  by  that  open  book  is  our  one  and  only  message.  We  hondr  no 
other  book  because  we  have  no  other  Savior.  We  preach  the  Bible  because,  as 
Paul  put  it,  “we  preach  not  ourselves  but  Jesus  Chri^  as  Lord”  ( II  Corinthians 
4:5).  We  search  the  Scriptures,  whether  in  Sunday  School  or  in  seminary,  be¬ 
cause  they  bear  witness  to  Christ  (John  5:39).  It  is  our  bedrock  conviction  that 

the  Bible  will  not  fail  because  Christ  never  fails!,  It  will  not  lie  because  Christ  _ _ 

It  will  not  disappoint  because  ChrisVneyer  disappoints !  Its  words  will  they  are  white'or  Southern  or  middle  class,  bht  because  t  [iey  believe !  It  is  not  our 
our  lips  because  they  are  “wonderful  words  of  life.”  task  to  lead  the  Gallup  Poll  sweepstakes  by  appealing  ti  >  some  favored  group  in 

society,  but  to  empty  hell  of  its  prospective, tenants! 

.  ■'  II.  Our  Mission:  The  World  HI.  Our  Motive:  The  Cross 

now  to  the  second  component  in  our  SBC  symbol ,  a  globe  looming  just  Turn  for  a  final  time  to  our  SBC  symbol  and  you  will :  ee  that  its  third  compo- 
open  book  This  design  implies  that  the  Bible  exists  not  only  for  nent  is  a  cross  superimposed  upon  the  book  and  the  globe,  holding  them  together. 


That  open  book  at  the  base  of  the  SBC  symbol  represents  Holy  Scripture  as  the 
foundation  of  all  that  wie  seek  to  do.  Baptists  are,  first  and  foremost.  ^  People  of 
the  Word.  The  Bible  is  given  pride  of  place  in  our. confessions  of  faith  because  it 
serves  as  a  singular  source  of  religious  authority.  We  haye  no  creeds  or  canon 
law  or  ecclesiastical  hierarchy  to  compete  with  the  Bible  as  our  sole  rule  of  faith 
and  order.  It  is  the  fountainhead  of  all.our  preaching,  the  textbook  of  all  oilr 
teaching,  and  the  inspiration  of  all  our  devotions, 

'  But  why  should  we  accord  Scripture  an  utterly  unique  place  at  the  very  core  of 
our  collective  being?  Because  it  provides  the  only  access  to  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ!  Negatively,  I  invite  you  to  ransack  every  ancient  source  outside  the 
Bible— whether  Jewish,  Greek.  Roman,  or  Christian— in  quest  of  authentic  in¬ 
formation  and  insight  on  the  saving  ministry  of  the  Messiah.  You  will  find  that 
the  results  of  such  a  search  can  be  put  on  the  proverbial  pinhead.  It  is  simply  a 
fact  that,  apart  from  the  Bible,  we  know  nothing  really  important  or  trustworthy 
about  that  Life  which  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  our  faith. 

-Positively,  however,  when  we  open  the  Bible  we  find  an  inexhaustible  source 
fw  understanding  the  revelation  of  God  in  Christ.  The  Old  Testament  prepares  us 
to  ^asp  every  facet  of  his  person,  whether  as  Mosaic  Prophet,  Davidic  King, 
Isaiahic  Servant,  or  Danielic  Son  of  Man.  The  Gos^ls  provide  a  four- 
dimensional  portrait  of  his  incarnate  life  from  the  Wonib  to  the  Tomb.  The 
epistles  add  an  apostolic  perspective  on  his  enduring  significance  for  the  be¬ 
liever,  the  church,  and  ultimately  the  entire  universe.  Ah.vone  seeking  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  meaning  of  Christ  has  nowhere  else  to  turn  but  to  the  Bible. 

tBecause  the  Bible  is  our  ultimate  source  for  a  God-given  understanding  of 
dirist.  its  significance  is  inseparable  from  the  significanceof  its  Lord  The  Bible 
is  unique  because  Christ  is  unique!  It  has  no  rivals  because  Christ  has  no  rivals. 
When  we  call  the  Bible  “authoritative.”  it  is  because  all  authority  has  been  given 
unto  Christ  in  heaven  and  earth  (Matthew  28:18).  When  *e  call  the  Bible  “the 
W’ord  of  CJod.”  it  is  because  Christ  is  that  Word-made-flesh  who,  from  all  eterni- 
tjr,  was  with  God  and  was  God  (John  1:1).  When  we  call  the  Bible  “infallible”  or 
"inerrant.”  it  is  because  Christ  never  fails  to  lead  us  unerringly  to  the  Father 
(John  14:5-7).  ' 


Draper,  Sullivan,  and 
Garrison  elected  at  SB 


Convention  votes  reflect 
diversity  of  messengers 


James  T.  Draper,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church.  Euless,  Tex.,  was 
fleeted  president  of  the  Southern  Bap-’ 
list  Convention  in  New  Orleans  in  a, 
runoff  against  Duke  K.  McCall,  retired 
president  of  Southern  Seminary, 
Bouisville.  Ky. 

-  Draper  collected  57  percent  of  the 
14.623  votes  case  (8.331 ).  compared  to 
43  percent  for  McCall  (6.292), 

Two  other  candidates  were  elimi¬ 
nated  on  the  first  ballot.  They  are 
Perry  R.  Sanders,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Lafayette,  La.,  and  John 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Baptist 
Church.  Shreveport.  La.,  who  had  9.8 
percent  and  9.3  percent  of  the  first  bal¬ 
lot.  respectively.  In  that  first  ballot. 
Draper  had  46  percent  and  McCall  had 
35  percent. 

l^llivan  was  later  elected  first  vice 
president  of  the  SBC  in  a  runoff  defeat¬ 
ing  U  S.  Representative  Albert  Lee 
Smith  of  Birmingham.  Other 
nominees  for  first  vice  president  were 
John  G.  Alley,  pastor  of  Calvary  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Alexandria.  La.,  and 
Brian  Shoemaker,  a  student  at  South¬ 


ern  Seminary  j 

Gene  Garrison.j  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Oklahoma  City,  waj 
elected  second  vice  president  in  yet 
another  runoff  He  won  over  Mrs  Ann 
Cravens  of  Pittsburg,  and  Norris  Syd- 
nor.  pastor  of  Riverside  Baptist 
Church,  Baltiihore  and  head  of  the 
Booker  T  Washington  Foundation  in 
Washington. 

These  in  the  runoff  led  a  field  of  eight 
nominees  for  second  vice  president. 
Other  nominees  had  been  Gene  Wat- 
terson.  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Shelby,  N.  C.;  Joe  Lovelady,  pastor  of 
Edgewater  Baptist  Church.  N^w  Or¬ 
leans;  Robert  E.  Craig,  president  of 
Union  Universily;  Maylan  Morley, 
layman  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Belle 
Plaine.  Kans.;  Jind  Dwayne  Martin, 
pastor  of  First  Eiaptist  Church.  Texas 
City,  Tex. 

First  Church.  Euless,  averages  2,1(XI 
in  Sunday  School  with  around  6,000  in 
membership,  according  to  Draper.  He 
said  the  church  gives  11  percent  of  its 
undesignated  receipts  to  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program. 


lent  of  a  presidential 
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( Continued  from  page  1 )  .  tions,  appoint 

Dunn  of  the  Baptist  Joint  CY»mmittee  committee  to 
on  Public  Affairs  for  his  rwent  criti-  Bill  of  Rights  f 
cisms  of  President  Reagan.  Baptist  churc 

One  resolution  presented  by  the  re-  "the  best  pos: 
solutions  committee  would  have  told  trained  for  S 
agency  personnel  to  ensure  that  resol- ,  try  .'’ 
utions  passed  by  messengers  would  Three  trus 
act  as  “guidance”  for  agency  actions.  Committee  or 
That  resolution  was  referred,  by  mes-  in  challenges  i 
sengers  back  to  the  SBC  Executive  The  two  Texas 
Committee  to  determine  its  approp-  of  Spring  and 
riateness.  The  SBC  consti^tion  and  tonio.  nomine 
bylaws  provide  for  agency  frustees.to  Board,  were n 
be  the  sole  supervisors  of  agency  per-  Navasota  and 
sonnel.  .V  tonio.  And  Edc 

Messengers  dispensed jjliitn  several  N.C.,  nomine* 
controversial  business  matters  by  re-  nary,  was  rep 
ferring  them  to  the  SBC  executive  Gregory  of  D; 
committee.  One  motion  was  to  require  ing  the  Texas 
the  comniittee  on  boards  to  make  pub-  fin  of  Houst 
licitsrecommendationsbypiibljshing  nominees  use 
them  in  Baptist  Press  30  days  prior  to  Southern  Ba 
the  SBC  meeting.  Another  wpuld  Schools.  Vern 
likewise  require  the  SBC  president  to  asking  to  ref 
disclose  his  appointments  to  the  com-  Gregory,  said 
mittee  on  committees  and  committee  has  ever  bee 
on  resolutions  30  days  prior  to  the  con-  local  board  de 
vention.  These  motions  were  promp-  allowing  such 
ted  by  refusal  of  the  president  and.of  Messengers 
the  committee  on  boards  to  disclose  cussion  a  198 
the  information  until  the  first  day  of  rambudgetof 
the  convention.  includes  $96,61 

Another  motion  referred  out  of  dis-  ation  needs.  T 
cussion  for  the  duration  of  the  conven-  needs,  and  $6 
tion  asked  for  nominees ; to  agency  phase.  1981-82 
trusteeship  to  be  required  to  have  lived  Registration  ' 
in  the  state  they  are  to  represent  for  at  ■  Wednesday, 
least  one  year  ^fore  being  nominated .  Following  sc 

Another  motion  would  hive  placed  refused  passa 
responsibility  for  the  committee  on  mended  by  th 
committees  directly  on  the  state  con-  that  would  ha 
ventions,  requiring  each  to  name  its  delegate  any  s 
own  pair  of  representatives.  committees. 

Other  motions  also  referred  to  the  Other  reconi 
executive  committee  included  assign-  approved  by 
emphasis  on  love,  the  greatest  gift  ing  to  the  first  vice  president  organiz-  minor  charter 
from  God.  ing  prayer  support  for  annual  conven-  agencies  setti 


From  left  are  new  SBC  officers:  Gene  Garrison,  second  vice 
Draper,  president;  and  John  Sullivan,  first  vice  president. 


president:  Jimmy 


Pastors  hear  Bush ,  Cash 
Graham 


sermons 


Churchmen  will 
supply  piano 
for  Yellowstone 


‘  ( Continuefi  from  Page  1 ) 

“With  one-fourth  of  our  Southern 
Baptist  membership  :  being  non¬ 
resident  and  with  50  percent  of  our 
members  not  attending  on  any  given 
Sunday,  and  with  20  percent  of  our 
members  actually  providing  80  per¬ 
cent  of  our  income,  it  would  seem  there 
must  be  a  renewed  emphasis  in  the 
20th  century  on  .  .  .  commitment  to 
Christ  as  Lord,”  he  said. 

Jimmy  Draper,  pastor  of  First  Bap- 
.tist  Church,  Euless,  Texas,  said  he 
wished  a  “heavenly  hurricane”  could 
rip  through  tbe  Superdome  like  the 
“heavenly  tornado”  that  roared  down 
from  heaven  Ion  the  day  of  Pentecost 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  came  down  in 
power. 

Draper  said  only  with  the  presence 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can 
wuthern  Baptists  hope  to  carry  out  the 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  goals  of  proclaititji 
ing  the  gospel  to  every  person  on  earth 
by  the  year  2000.  t 
During  the  closing  session,  expres¬ 
sions  of  conservative  theology  con¬ 
tinued  when  pastors  applauded  re¬ 
marks  of  Ron  Dunn,  president  of  Life¬ 
style  Ministries.  Irving.  Texas  who 
claimed  thechurches.that  are  growing 
fastest  are  led  by  pastors  “who  are 
steadfast  and  rock-hard  stubborn  in 
what  they  believe  about  the  word  of 
God  and  about  Jesus  Christ. 

By  contrast,  said  Dunn,  those  who 
are  wishy-washy  and  not  sure  of  what 
they  believe  “and  can’t  make  a  state¬ 
ment  until  they  have  checked  it  out 
with  certain  so-and-sos”  are  not  grow¬ 
ing  great  churches. 

A  more  moderate  tone  was  pro¬ 
claimed  earlier  by  William  B.  Tolar, 
dean  of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  who  said  he 


refuses  to  make  differing  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  the  scripture  the  criterion  of 
Christian  felloy?Bhip. 

Tolar  told  of  overhearing  two  semi¬ 
nary  students  arguing  violently  about 
the  second  coming,  one  of  them  shout¬ 
ing  to  the  other,  “You  don’t  believe  the 
Bible.  ”  What  he  really  meant,  said  To¬ 
lar,  was  “If  you  don’t  interpet  the 
Bible  like  I  do,  then  you  don’t  believe 
the  Bible.” 

Following  a  similar  pattern.  Bob 
Werner,  pastor  of,  First  Baptist 


Yellowstone  Baptist  College,  a 
Southern  Baptist  college  in  Billings. 
Montana  needed  a  piano  for  its  Music 
Department.  The  Singing  Churchmen 
of  Mississippi  decided  as  a  mission 
project  to  try  to  fill  this  need.  Perry 
Robinson.  Ellisville,  missions  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Singing  Churchmen, 
said  that  ten  churches  have  contri¬ 
buted  $1200  toward  the  purchase  of  a 
$1700  piano. 

.  The  ten  which  have*  given  are 
Broadmoor.  Jackson;  First.  Gulfport; 
Immanuel,  Cleveland;  First,  Pon¬ 
totoc;  First.  Lucedale;  Grace  Memo¬ 
rial,  Gulfport;  Tate  Street,  Corinth; 
Bay  Springs ;  First,  Clinton ;  and  First, 
Ellisville.  Robinson  said  that  any 
church  that  wishes  to  participate  of 
course  may  do  so.  Funds  have  been 
channeled  through  the  Church  Music 
Department.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss. 
39205. 

A  second  mission  project  of  the  Sing¬ 
ing  Churchmen  will  be  workshops  for 
‘lay  music  leaders  in  California  Oct. 
22-30,  1982.  Perry  Robinson  and 
Jimmy  McCaleb  will  teach.  Also. 
.Robinson  said. that  other  ministers  of 
;  music  are  needed  for  this  project. 

The  Singing  Churchmen  plan  to  pre- 
’sent  concerts  in  Spanish  in  Uruguay. 
'  Paraguay,  and  Argentina  April  17-30, 
1983.  “This  opportunity  of  witnessing 
through  music  is  open  to  all  ministers 
hf  music.”  said  Robinson.  “Any  who 
wish  to  participate  need  to  make  an 
-initial  deposit  to  the  Church  Music  de- 
.partment  by  convention  time  in 
November.” 


Billy  Graham 


Johnny  Cash 


Southern  Baptist  Pastors'  Conference  officers  for  1982-83  include  (from  left): 
Steve  Brumbelow,  Cross  Lanes  Baptist  Church,  Cross  Lanes.  W.  Va,,  secretary- 
treasurer:  Ron  Herrod,  First  Baptist  Church.  Kenner,  La.,  vice  president,  and  Fred 
Wolfe,  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Mobile.  Ala.,  president. 


George  Bush 
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Executive  ComTiiittee  asks 
that  embargoes  be  honored 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
ChaaM  •  Pews  •  Gassroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-025-1955 


Worlfl’s  Fair  Lodging 

Reatohabl*  rates.  One  and 
two  bedroom  furnished  apart> 
ments.iAcconimodatlons  for  4 
to  34.  lEight  miles  from  fair. 
PhoneK615)  493-9406. 


NEW  ORLEANS — The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention’s  Executive 
Committee  breezed  through  its  pre¬ 
convention  business  session,  last 
week,  concluding  with  a  carefully. 


tion’s  Bold  Mission  Thrust  prc^am. 

—heard  reports  from  its  legal  af¬ 
fairs  committee  and  SBC  Cooperative 
Program  Study  Committee. ' 

Earlier  in  the  day,  the  committee’s 
administrative  and  convention  ar¬ 
rangement  subcommittee  elected 
Craig  A.  Bird  as  Baptist  Press  feature 
editor.  Bird,  director  of  news  and  in¬ 
formation  at  Hardin-Simmons  Uni¬ 
versity,  Abilene,  Texas,  succeeds 
Norman  Jameson,  who  has  resigned  to 
become  a  full-time  theology  studmt 
and  assistant  director  of  news  and  in¬ 
formation  at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 


In  an  interview  following  the 
business  meeting.  Smith  said  the  story 
quoted  his  address  accurately  but  that 
its  release  prior  to  the  convention  was 
a  “horrible,  unethical  thing”  He  said 
he  understood  the  speech  .was  “circu¬ 
lated  by  a  ip’t’up  of  moderates.’’ 

'  Though  Iw  indicated  that  “this  kind 
of  thing  has  never  happened  to  me  be¬ 
fore,’’  Smith  said  he  was  “hurt  more 
than  surprised.’’ 

Executive  Committee  chairman 
John  T.  Dunaway  of  Corbin,  Ky.,  who 
presented  the  motion,  said  the  prob¬ 
lem  was  one  of  integrity. 

“The  newspaper  wouldn’t  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  speech  without  someone 
circulating  it,’’ Dunaway  said. 
Concerns,”  Andrew  L.  Rainey  of  He  added  that  “a  similar  integrity 
Gulfport.  Miss.,  decried  widening  dis-  problem”  was  involved  in  the  pre¬ 
harmony  with  the  nation’s  largest  convention  publication  of  nominees  for 
evangelical  denomiiution.  boards  of  SBC  agencies  and  institu- 

The  statement  lamented  division  tions.  Portions  of  the  report  of  the  SBC 
created  by  “factions  (who)  through  Committee  on  Boards  were  published 
their  adamant  positions  and  their  evi-  by  several’ Baptist  state  papers  (in¬ 
dent  desire  to  publicize  their  positions  eluding  The  Baptist  Record.) 
and  beliefs  are  dangerously  close  to  In  other  actions,  the  Executive 
falling  into  a  trap  set  by  Satan  to  dis-  Committee 

nipt  our  Convention  and  keep  us  from  —took  the  next  step  toward  a  new 
performing  the  things  we  have  come  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention  building 
New  Orleans  to  do.”  by  approving  negotiation  of  a  contract 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  with  an  architectural  firm  to  complete 
committee  unanimously  approved  a  design-development  documents  for 
motion  presented  by  SBC  President  the  prqwsed  new  building.  A  decision 
Bailey  Smith  expressing  gratitude  for  on  the  building  is  not  expected  for  at 
“every  expression  of  loving  concern  least  six  months, 
and  that  we  also  support  every  effort  —adopted  minor  changes  in  the 
possible  to  make  this  a  peaceful  con-  Executive  Committee’s  retirement 
vention.”  plan  to  make  the  plan  more  compati- 

In  its  final  action,  the  Executive  ble  with  the  denomination's  annuity 
Committee  adopted  without  discus-  program. 

Sion  a  motion  requesting  that  “all  —approved  two  charters  for  the 
press  representatives  honor  the  em-  Sunday  .School  Board,  allowing  the 
bargo  printed  on  speeches  released  board  to  establish  two  subsidiary 
prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  music  publishing  corporations  in 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  until  the  order  to  expand  its  business  with 
speeches  have  been  delivered.”  music  licensing  organizations. 

The  resolution  was  a  response  to  a  — approved  the  annual  report  of  the 


OLD!  BIBLES  REBOUND 


QuaMy  vorkmafiaMp  guarMUM*. 
WcH*  tof  HkiatraM  prtca  laMac.  " 

“fnl^rnationaHv  known  ip^iaiuts” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOINO  CO. 
■ai  l*e-C  —  OraaiMToea.  Mta.  3MM 


New  Executive  Committee  officers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  arp  (from 
left)  Harold  C.  Bennett.  Nashville,  executive  secretary-treasurer;  John  T.  (Runaway. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Corbin,  Ky.,  chairman;  Lois  M.  Wenger,  First  Baptist  Church, 
Orlando,  recording  secretary;  and  W.  Dewey  Presley,  Park  Cities  Baptist  Church, 
Dallas,  vice-chairman. 


Pianos 

Stejnway ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
I  Organs 

411eii . Hammond 

Wurlitzer 


Evangelists  avoid  public  debate 
as  elected  officers  take  reins 


Gulbransen 
Complete  Music  Department 
Free  IWIIvery 
We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 


CT tana  cM-Ouac 

University  Mall  at  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg  (601)  264-2220 


Messengers  speak  n 
prayer,  tuition  tax  < 

I 

By  Don  McGregor  The  other  amendment  changed 

■  'ResSrOit^  W tti4’Sbuth-  "kpology”  kd  “regreF'  In  a  friiitter  Ih- 

em  Baptist  Convention  by  its  Resolu-  volving  the  publishing  by  a  Houston, 
tions  Committee  turned  out  to  be  one  of  Tex.,  news^per  of  parts  of  President 

the  battlegrounds  of  this  year’s  meet-  Bailey  Smith’s  convention  address 
ing.  Of  the  47  resolutions  submitted  to  prior  to  the  presentation.  The  resolu- 
the  committee  by  messengers,  24  were  tion  first  cklled  for  an  apology  by  the 
reported  back  to  the  convention.  convention;  but  messenger  W.  W.  Fin- 

Of  the  24,  three  were  lumped  to-  lator,  in  calling  for  the  amendment, 
gether  into  onfe  vote,  one  was  elimi-  said  he  was  not  responsible  and  didn’t 
nated  and  a  subsbtute  adopted,  two  feel  he  should  apologize, 
were  amended,  two  were  tabled,  and  The  resolution  referred  to  the  SBC 
one  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Executive  Committee  was  one  asking 
Committee.  that  SBC  boards,  commissions,  and 

.  One  of  the  two  resolutions  that  were  committees  be  sure  that  positions 
tabled  had  been  referred  back  to  the  taken  by  the  bodies  reflect  the  posi- 
resolutions  committee  earlier  only  to  tions  of  the  convention, 
be  brought  back  to  the  convention  by  A  resolution  on  alcohol  was  see¬ 
the  committee.  It  dealt  with  suppwt  ot  onded  by  Duke  McCall,  who  had  been 
Israel,  a  subject  Foreign  Mission  branded  as  a  social  drinker  by  some 
Board  officials  felt  was  somewhat  sources  prjor  Jo  the  election  of  the 
ticklish  in  view  of  the  present  ac-  president.  McCall  took  the  occasion  to 
tivities  of  the  Israeli  government  in  refute  the  charges  and  was  given  a 
Lebanon.  When  it  was  returned  to  the  sustained  standing  ovation, 
floor,  FMB  Executive  Director  Keith  Sustained  discussion  greeted  the 
Parks  and  the  resolution’s  author,  Jim  presentation  of  a  resolution  on  prayer 
Deloach  of  Texas,  appeared  together  in  schools -and  supporting  an  amend- 
on  the  platform  to  ask  the  messengers  ment  to  the  United  States  Constitution 
to  table  the  resolution,  which  they  did.  concerning  the  issue.  Oiarles  Stanley, 

,  .  ....  .  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Atlan- 

The  resolutwm  which  bec^e  said  there  are  misconceptions  on 

stitutefor  another  <«e  was  the  prod^t  of  lower  courts  and  school 

of  Owen  Coo^r  of  Yazoo  Ci^.  The  administrations  regarding  the  1962 
original  resolution  decried  the  fact  decision  of.theU.S.  Supreme  Court  and 
that  various  stote  papers  hM  pub-  prohibiting  prayer  is  the  first  step 
lished  names  of  nominees  for  boards,  demoralizing  America.  Gene  Puc- 
commissions,  and  standing  conunit-  executive  director  of  Americans 

tees  after  the  committee  making  me  unjjgd  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
nominations  had  voted  not  to  make  the  against  the  resolution ;  but 

nam^  ^blic.  A  ropy,  however,  was  ^jorris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Bap- 
received  unsolicited  by  the  ^ptist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  said  sec- 
Standard,  The  re-  ularists,  humanists,  and  atheists  are 

solution  asked  that  m  the  future  when  against  prayer  in  public  schools,  and 
the  Committee  on  Boar^,  Commis-  company  we  want  to 

sions,  and  Standing  Committees 

makes  it  clear  that  they  do  not  want  Various  attempts  to  amend  the  re- 
the  names  published  in  ^vanw,  that  solution  Were  made  before  the  mes- 
their  request  should  be  honored.  sengers  finally  voted  to  adopt  the  re- 

Cooper’s  substitute  suggested  that  solution, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  pres-  A  resolution  on  abortion  was  tabled’ 
ident  should  release  the  names  of  his  during  one  session  of  the  convention 
committee  appointments  30  days  only  to  be  brought  up  again  at  a  later 
ahead  of  the  convention  and  that  the  session  and  passed.  The  resolution  de¬ 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Boards,  dared  in  par t  that  Southern  Baptists 
Commissions,  and  Standing  Commit-  “will  work  for  appropriate  legislation 
tees  should  be  urged  to  do  the  same.  and/or  constitutional  amendment” 
The  convention  adopted  Cooper’s  prohibiting  abortions  except  to  save 
substitute.  the  life  of  {he  mother  and  “which  will 

The  other  resolution  that  was  tabled  prohibit  tile  practice  of  infanticide.” 
was  critical  of  James  Duiuirdkecutive  Though  the  messengers  early  had 
director  of  the  Baptist  J^int  Commit-  voted  to  table  the  resolution,  they 
tee  on  Public  Affairs,  for  remarks  he  voted  later  to  remove  the  statement 
hafl  made  earlier  criticizing  President  from  the  jjable.  Several  attempts  to 
Reagan.  A  motion  to  table  the  resolu-  change  thd resolution  failed,  and  it  was 
tion  was  made  by  Cecil  Sherman,  pas-  adopted.  0ne  messenger  reported  to 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church.  Asheville,  the  convention  that  he  had  submitted  a 
N  C.  and  accepted  by  the  convention'  resolution  ;that  was  completely  diffe- 
by  a’margin  estimated  to  be  2  to  1.  rent  in  content  and  spirit  from  the  one 
One  of  the  two  amendments  was  in-  adopted  but  that  it  had  not  been  re- 
itiated  by  Duke  McCall,  chancellor  of  ported  baqk  by  the  resolution  commit- 
Southem  Seminary.  His  amendment  tee. 

called  for  “mutuaUy  verifiable  disar-  Two  resolutions  passed  which  many 
mamont,  including  nuclear  disarma-  messengefs  were  surprised  to  see  pre- 
ment”  to  be  added  to  a  resolution  that  sented  due  to  the  nature  of  other  resol- 
declared  “our  historic  Baptist  com-  utions  and  were  surprised  to  see  pas- 
mitment  to  peace  with  justice  as  a  goal  sed.  Both  passed  easily.  One  noted 
in  personal,  social,  and  international  dangers  inherent  in  a  national  con- 
relationships.”  stitutionaF  convention  and  suggested 


HEMiqUARTHi; 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Church  FirnMure 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  .  evfry 
S^ool  and  Church  use.  ' 
kverything  for 
THF  scH(K)L 

AND  CHURCH 


Quality  World’s  Fai^*  Housing 
For  $12.00  Per  Night 


Sleep  up  to  10  in  comfort  for  $120.00  per  night,  |h  reservation  confirmed  by 
June  30th.  Perfect  for  church  groupii’,  flimlly  rei^nlons,  or  frienda  traveling 
together.  Mossy  Creek  Park  Is  located  In  Jeff  ersdn  City,  Tennessee,  home  of 
Carson-Newman  College,  Is  28  miles  from  Fair  on  four  lane  US11E.  Park  it 
owned  and  opened  by  local  Chevrolet  dealer,  j 
Housing  consists  of  14x16  brand  new  mobile  homes,  fully  air  conditioned, 
two  large  bedrooms  with  two  double  sofa  beds,  two  full  baths.  Homs  is 
compartmeiitallzed  for  privacy.  Space  may  be  rented  as  a  doubts  room  or  e 
two  room  suite  or  In  total.  State  tie  down  coded  complied  with.  Daily  meld 
service.  Five  restaurants  wKhln  two  blocks.  Parking  accommodates  20 
Abuses.  Transportation  available  hourly  to  and  {rom  Fair. 

>  Top  quality  combined  with  low  pifcS'  Is  the  right  combination.  The  re- 


sponee  to  our  ad  has  be44t  tremendous  so  wajrs  continuing  our  20'7r  dis¬ 
counted  price  thru  Oct.  31st  If  reservations  are  payment  confirmed  by  June 
30th.  ■  I 

Call  TOLL  FREE  on  our  400  number  for  rese^ations  and  Information. 


.  H.  Tarr  TOLL  FREE  8:30  AM  •  5:30  PM 

„  1  -800-251-lil05 

In  Tennessee  call  1-615-^75-3838 


MOSSY  CREEK  PARK 
P.O.  Box  512  I 
Jefferson  City,  TN  3[7760 


has  openings 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  man¬ 
ager  Frank  Simmons  reports  that  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  Gulfshore  conferences  this 
Slimmer  that  had  been  previously  an¬ 
nounced  as  being  filled,  now  have 
some  openings.  Simmons  said  that 
cancellations  have  provided  openings 
for  registration  at  the  Youth  Music 
Confo'ence,  July  16-20;  at  the  I  Sunday 
School  Leadership  Conference,  July 
26-28;  and  at  the  Youth  Discipleship 
Conference,  August  7-11. 

Other  conferences  having  a  limited 
amount  of  space  are  the  Church  Train¬ 
ing  Leadership  Conference,  August 
11-14;  the  Senior  Adult  Conclaves,  Au¬ 
gust  16-18  and  August  19-21 ;  and  at  the 
Pastor-Church  Staff  Conference,  July 
5-7. 

For  reservations,  write  Gulfshore, 
Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian, 
Miss.,  39571.  A  registration  fee  of  $15 
per  person  must  be  enclosed. 


Now  Available  at  Age  64  of  Older 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Policy  Effective  Iirnijediately 
Pre-existing  conditions  coveijed  after  90  days 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  play  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital  and  Nurses  ipoiicy  Form  mi  Pays 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100% of  hospital  diarges  beyond  IV^edicare,  Part  A,  for 

an  additional  365|days  I 

•  Physicians  and  l^i^eons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital; 

•  Skill  Nursing  Ho{toe  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

(Endoriement-TS) 

I  For  Full  libformation  Phone  924-2748 

Or  F&  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to; 

Equitable  Lil|  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
Huttonllnsurance  jAgency 

P.O.  e|x  2t257,  Jackson,  IfS  392tl  / 


World’s  Fair  Travelers!! 

New  country  home  20  miles  from 
Knoxville.  3  bedrooms,  living 
room,  complete  Utchen,  2^  baths, 
air  condition,  TV,  carpet— sleqis  8. 
Kids  under  12  free.  Call  615457- 
9M8,  after  6  p.m. 


No  daiiii  forms  neede'd  after  M  days 
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Editorials 


The  Southern  Baptist  pendulum 


The  high  point  of  convention  week  in 
New  Orleans  came  before  the  conven¬ 
tion  ever  got  underway  as  2,000  people 
made  their  way  out  of  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Supmlome  to  register 
spiritual  decisions  following  a  mes¬ 
sage  by  Billy  Graham. 

This  was  during  the  Sunday  evening 
session  of  the  Pastors’  Conference.  On 
Saturday  hundreds  of  young  people 
had  been  out  over  New  Orleans  wit¬ 
nessing.  and  on  Sunday  afternoon 
more  than  400  adults  were  out  on  the 
streets.  Their  zeal  made  its  impact, 
and  42.000  people  were  in  the  cavern¬ 
ous  Superdome  to  hear  Graham  speak. 
In  response  to  his  invitation  they 
poured  out  of  the  stands  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds  in  a  sight  that  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  the  many  thousands  who  had 
gone  there  for  the  convention  dnd  its 
attendant  meetings. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  it¬ 
self  was  not  without  its  inspirational 
moments.  Following  the  Pastors’  Con¬ 
ference,  however,  press  tables  were 
installed  just  below  the  platform.  They 
evidently  were  not  taken  into  account 
when  the  sound  was  worked  out,  and 
the  sound  at  the  press  tables  was  not 
good.  A  spot  check  of  other  areas 
seemed  to  indicate  that  otherwise  the 
sound  was  amazingly  good  for  such  a 
gigantic  arena.  The  point  is  that  the 
press  room  with  Its  closed-circuit  tele¬ 
vision  and  earphones  for  sound  madeit 
much  easier  for  reporters  to  hear,  but 
much  of  the  spirit  and  color  of  a  con¬ 
vention  is  missed  in  the  press  room. 

So  the  conventkm  seemed  to  revolve 
around  its  business.  In  fact,  more  time 
was  allotted  for  business  than  has  been 
the  case  in  many  years. 

Just  about  all  ^  the  motions  pre¬ 
sented  were  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  study.  This  focused  at¬ 
tention  of  the  messengers  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  officers  and  upon  dealing  with 
47  resolutions  that  were  presented  ini¬ 
tially.  The  resolutions  committee  re¬ 
ported  back  24  of  them.  ‘ 

The  election  of  officers  hu  hdd  the 
interest  for  several  years  of  those 
Southern  Baptists  who  watch  conven¬ 
tions.  Beginning  in  1979,  there  has  been 
a  continuing  effort  to  use  the  appoin¬ 
tive  power  ^  the  president  to  get  more 
decidedly  conservative  people  onto 
convention  boards  and  agencies,  and 


Draper  was  nominated  by  Morris  the  mother,  not  mentioning  rape  and 
Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  incest,  and  called  for  a  constitutional 
Church,  Wichita  Falls,  a  Mississip-  amendment  to  establish  that  position. 

*  It  called  for  the  teaching  (rf  scientific 

creationism  in  the  public  school  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  or  not  evolution  is 
taught 

On  Oie  other  hand,  the  convention 
refused  to  make  a  statement  in  sup- 
We  must  port  of  Israel  because  of  its  involve- 
solve  this  before  we  can  go  on  to  other  ment  in  Lebanon  and  spoke  out  against 
issues,”  he  said.  He  noted  that  the  tuition  tax  credits  for  parents  with 

cwn-  children  in  private  schools. 

In  the  presentation  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  boards,  commis¬ 
sions,  and  standing  committees  the 
convention  removed  two  nominees  for 
the  Sunday  School  Board  and  replaced 
them  with  others  and  changed  a  local 
When  Draper  went  to  his  present  member  on  the  Southeastern  Semi¬ 
pastorate  in  1975  the  Cooperative  nary  board.  The  Sunday  School  Board 
Program  gifts  there  were  $42,000  an-  changes  were  .made  at  the  urging  of 
nually.  For  1962  the  church’s  11  per-  Ken  Chafin,  South  Main  Church,  Hous- 
cent  contribution  of  undesignated  re-  ton,  pastor,  and  over  the  protestations 
ceipts  through  the  Cooperative.  Prog-  of  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue 
ram  will  amount  to  $200,000.  An  addi-  Church  in  Memphis, 
tional  $100,000  will  be  added  by  desig-  So  once  again  the  convention  de¬ 
nations.  monstrated  that  it  will  make  decisions 

“The  Cooperative  Program  is  the  as  it  sees  fit.  It  may  be  swayed  and 

finest  thing  we’ve  ever  done,”  he  said,  influenced  from  time  to  time,  biit  it 

He  said  he  is  concerned  that  the  con-  will  not  be  taken  over  completely  by 
servative  position  not  be  ridiculed.  He  any  element,  moderate  or  conserva- 
also  said  that  concerns  with  conditions  tive. 

at  institutions  need  to  be  expressed  It  will  do  as  it  pleases.  Right  now  it  is 

through  the  trustees.  The  trust^s  in  a  decidedly  conservative  mood,  and 
should  be  alert,  he  declared.  “We  are  it  may  well  be  that  the  rank  and  file  of 
not  out  for  a  witch  hunt.”  Southern  Baptists  would  agree. 

“’The  institution  is  responsibleto  the  The  convention  may  have  been  on  a 
trustees  directly,  not  the  convention,”  more  conservative  course  for  some 
he  added.  time  as  it  waited  for  a  leader  to  come 

That  the  convention  is  swinging  to-  along.  It  was  as  early  as  10  years  ago 
ward  a  more  conservative  stance  is  that  the  original  Volume  One  of  the 

apparent  in  the  resolutions  that  wei^  Broadman  Commentary  was  pulled 

adopted  in  New  Orleans.  For  instande  from  book  store  shelves  by  convention 
there  was  one  calling  for  a  constitu-  messengers.  The  rank  and  file  are  not 
tional  amendment  that  would  guaran-  movers  and  shakers,  but  now  that  con- 
tee  voluntary  prayer  in  schools  and  servative  bent  may  have  been 
other  public  places.  ’This  is  an  evident  fashioned  into  a  conservative  farc^  by 
reaction  against  several  recent  couft  new  leado's.  ’There  will  continue  to  be 

decisions  that  have  denied  such  others,  however,  who  will  see  ultra 

prayer.  Surely  such  decisions  have  conservatism  as  a  danger  for  our  mis- 

been  in  error,  and  SBC  President  sions  efforts  and  will  continue  to  resist 

Draper  declared  that  he  favored  seek-  any  attempt  by  any  group  to  threaten 
ing  restitution  through  the  courts  be-  this  endeavor, 
fore  seeking  a  constitutional  amend-  So  the  stru^le  will  continue  as  the 
ment.  The  convention,  however,  was  pendulum  swings  back  and  forth  un¬ 
ready  for  faster  action.  less  indeed  we  ceui  learn  to  communi- 

The  convention  also  spoke  out  in  cate  and  continue  to  cooperate  in  spite 


and  presid«tial  candidates  with  more  plan.  It  is  of  >interest  to  note  that  both  It  called 
moderate  leanings  havd  been  nomi-  McCall  and  Cothen  are  natives  of  Mis- 
nated  to  be  pitted  against  the  more  sissippi  also, 
conservative  ones.  The  results  have  In.a  press  conference  fdlowing  his 
been  about  a  60-40  split  in  Los  Angeles  election.  Draper  said  that  the  most 
last  year  in  favor  of  the  conservatives  important  issue  is  to  learn  to  com- 

and  a  57-43  ^lit  this  year  in  the  con-  munkate  with  each  other, 
servatives’.  favor. 

Just  how  much  that  means  is  hard  to 

tell  .  Last  yoar  Abner  McCall  of  Baylor  problans  are  in  the  academic 

University  was  pitted  against  an  in-  munlty  and  said  that  is  where  they 
cumbent,  always  a  tough  battle.  ’This  should  be  because  it  is  the  nature  of  the 

year  the  conservative  candidate  was  academician  to  continue  to  search  for 
the  highly  popular  Jimmy  Draper  of  new  truths.  “I  don’t  want  anybody 
Euless,  Tex.,  aligned  against  the  fired,”  he  said.  “I  want  to  look  at  and 
highly  regarded  though  not  as  popular  deal  with  the  problem.” 


WON'T  WOI^K 


TmS  INSTANT 
IN  N\>f  CHLIR.CI 
FIRST 


■mev  W^N'T  LISTEN  TMe 


we  sailed  low  over  Lake  PoiHchart-  Mack  Adams  was  to  speak  at  theii 
rain,  the  long  line  of  causewa}||to  our  Mission  ^rvice  Corps  party,  so  his’,j 
left.  (On  my  Thursday  retumijl  was  mother  ifvited  me  to  that,  too.  I  woref 
the  only  passenger— made  me  ^1  like  my  pressj  ribbon  so  I’d  look  more  like  & 
a  VIP.  The  pilot  told  me  to  mi$ve  to-  legitimate  guest,  and  L  did  take  pic-  > 
ward  the  rear,  so  that  the  proi)  noise  tures  of  I  three  Mississippians  who 
^Quld  not  sound  so  loud.)  It  -  spoke— 5^.  Rachel  Milner  and  Mr. 

I  rode  a  Gray  Line  van  to  iimbas-  and  Mrs:  Eugene  Farr. 

sador  Lodge  on  Tulane  Avpnu^  for  $8  ” - - ' - **  ‘ - ' 

( a  third  of  the  taxi  cost  from  aitporjl'to 
town).  Genevery  Zachary  (rf  Haner, 

La.,  formerly  of  Laurel,  had  gone  on  to 
an  SBC  session,  but  had  pinned  a  note 
to  my  pillow;  “Welcome!  ’This  side  of 
the  room  is  yours.  Ham,  roast, 
pimento  cheese  in  ice  chest  inlploset, 
and  crackers  in  yellow  box  on  chest  of 
drawers.  Help  yourself.”  Whic^  I  im¬ 
mediately  did.  || 

Muggy  hot.  'The  pool  looked  inviting, 
but  I’d  left  my  bathing  suit  honip.  Like 
with  my  umbrella,  I  never  guess  right. 

( I  had  taken  thp  bathing  .suit  dn  va^ 
tion  to  San  Francisco.  Weatbeqwasaa 
cold  there  I  had  to  buy  a  s^^ter.) 

Next  morning  though,  Genevery  had 
coffee  perked  before  I  got  out,  )f  bed. 

We  rode  a  city  bus  for  60i  down 
Tulane  Avenue  and  then  walke  1 6  or  7 


Missionaries  keep  low  profile 
after  South  Atlantic  ceasefire 


Missionaries 
plan  to  leave 
Lebanon  if  able 


to  open  up  and  swallow  me,  but  it  diq 
npLiobJligB.  Broadmap  Press 

tion  for  Broadman  authors.  (’Ihetabl^ 
was  loaded  with  ribs  and  cheeses  an^ 
vegetable  dips  and  fruit  punch,  etc.jj 
etc.)  Around  the  room  I  recognizeq' 


as  they  try  to  reconcile  their  love  for 
Argentina  and  their  own  identity  as 
North  Americans.  Their  school  direc¬ 
tor,  a  friend  of  the  Fords,  recently  told 
Jonathan,  “all  of  the  children  in  the 
school  love  you,  even  though  you  are 
from  North  America.” 

“David  and  I  are  more  aware  of  our 
“forfign-ness”  than  before,”  Mrs. 
Ford  wrote. 

Speaking  for  all  the  missionaries, 
White  adds:  “Tell  Southern  Baptists 
not  to  quit  praying  now.  We  need  their 
prayers  more  than  ever.” 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)— Some  of 
Southern  Baptists’  16  missionaries  in 
Beirut.  Lebanon,  have  made  plans  to 
leave  the  country,  but  they  do  not  know 
when  or  how . 

Missionaries  reported  by  telephone 
June  15  that  the  situation  in  Beirut  was 
“very  precarious”  but  did  not  elabo¬ 
rate.  Lebanon  has  been  the  scene  of 
fierce  aerial  and  ground  battles  since 
Israeli  troops  invaded  the  country 
June  4. 

A  few  missionaries  hoped  to  stay  to 
continue  their  current  assignments  or 
assist  in  relief  work  among  the 
thousands  of  refugees  who  have  been 
pouring  into  the  city  since  Israel 
launched  the  invasion. ' 

’The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Etoard ,  acting  at  the  request  of  the 
Lebanmi  Baptist  Mission  ( the  organi¬ 
zation  of  missionaries  in  Lebanon),  re¬ 
leased  $15,000  for  general  relief  and 
$15,000  in  hunger-relief  funds  for 
Lebanon  on  June  15. 

A  medical  clinic  has  been  set  up  in  _ _ 

Beirut  Baptist  School  in  west  Beirut.  It  Foreign  Mission  l^ard  exhibited 
continues  to  offer  medical  assistance  they’d  had  a  great  time  in  Mbnti 
and  shelter  to  many  of  the  injured  and  3fj(j  gj-g  waiting  now  to  be  assigt  ed  I 
homeless  who  have  no  place  to  go  in  new  field  of  service.  Walking  ak  ng 
the  Palestinian  sector  but  the  enormous  circular  corridor'  1  r 
sidewalks.  James  and  Narcissa  Richards  m  i 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  are  Chester  and  Evelyn  Vaughn,  i 
all  safe,  they  reported.  One  Baptist  Mack  Adams  (Genevery’s  so  i)  i 
church  in  the  village  of  Ain  Dara,  in  the  his  wife,  home  missionaries  to]  ^ue 
mountains  near  Beka’a,  suffered  a  di-  rkoj  invited  me  to  go  witWhem  to 
rect  hit  and  was  badly  damaged  as  was  reception  in  the  Hyatt  Regeiy 
the  nearby  home  of  the  Baptist  pastor  home  and  foreign  missionaries  Th 
No  one  was  injured.  ! 


other  writers.  Hardy  Denham,  Horace  | 
Kerr,  Clark  and  Margaret  Hensleyjj 
Bob  Hankblin,  Frank  Pollard. .  . .  I  em! 
joyed  n|eeting  Harold  Smith,  thQi 
editor  with  whom  I’d  exchanged 
mountalj)  of  letters. 

Yes,  I  did  go  to  some  other  meeting;^: 
besides  Mrties.  As  a  messenger  front' 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  I  managecj 
to  cast  some  votes.  For  me,  the  highj: 
li^t  of  trie  convention  was  toe  foreignj 
missioiu  theme  on  Wednesday  nightj; 
Pattie  Ltent,  Mississippi  WMU  presi-;! 
dent,  led  in  toe  opening  prayer.  Lewisj 
Myers  presided.  When  George  Bfrjj 
verly  Snea  sang  “I’d  Rather  Have! 
Jesus”  tie  crowd  gave  him  a  standing; 
ovation.  JfCeith  Parks’  message  was  so-; 
powerful  that  I  felt  sorry  it  was  not; 
given  a  time  earlier  in  toe  evening.  By 
toe  time  k  lot  of  reports  had  been  given 
and  toe  |nain  program  began,  it  wad 
nearing  Wp.m.  and  the  crowd  began  to 


Latin  American  missio 

•  ’/ 

jeopardy  not  ruled  out 


By  Erich  Bridges  He  also  cautioned  Baptists  of  other 

RICHMOND,  Va.  ( BP)— Four  South  countries  “who  do  not  understand  the 
American  Baptist  leada's  visiting  the  historical  and  legal  aspects”  of  toe 
United  States  said  toe  O.S.  govern-  conflict  against  making  public  state¬ 
ment’s  prokritish  position  on  toe  war  ments  for  or  against  either  side.  A  re¬ 
in  the  south  Atlantic  has  not  divided  cent  statement  by  former  president 
South  American  Christians  and  North  Jimmy  Carter  identifying  Argentina 
American  missionaries  working  in  the  as  toe  “aggressor”  in  the  conflict,  he 
region.  related,  resulted  in  banner  headlines 

But  the  leadtfs  did  not  rule  out  the  in  a  Buenos  Aires  newspaper  reading, 
possibility  of  negative  impact  on  mis-  “Baptist  Leader  Carter  Supports 
Sion  work.  British  (^lonialism.” 

The  visitors,  representatives  of  Bap-  Daniel  Kemke,  a  Baptist  pastor  and 
tist  churches  and  organizations  in  youth  leader  from  Uruguay,  said  he 
Argentina,  Uruguay  Paraguay,  had  seen  some  signs  of  anti¬ 
met  with  officials  of  toe  Southern  Bap-  Americanism  in  his  country,  irimar- 
tist  Foreign  Mision  Board  just  befOTe  ily  in  the  form  of  strong  statements 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  and  displays  of  anger  against  pro- 
New  Orleans.  British  actions  of  the  Reagan  ad- 

Roberto  Modroff,  a  prominent  pas-  ministration, 
tor  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  rational  Bajk  “Anything  that  smelte  a  little  bit  of 
tist  leader,  said  that  the  Argentine  North  America  is  not,  very  popular 
Evangelicd  Baptist  Convention  sent  nghtnow.”  Kemke  said.  “Whatl  don’t 
personal  letters  to  every  North  Aineri-  |mow  is  how  this  will ‘affect  (North 
can  Baptist  missionary  in  Argentina,  American  missionary)  work  with  the 
expr^ing  love  and  support  and  urg-  people. ’’baptists,  he  said,  had  held 
mg  them  to  stay  and  continue  minis-  prayer  meetings^{<N'  a  peaceful  resolu- 

„  tion  to  the  war  in  support  of  missionary 
Tne  convention  s  position,  RAodroff  presence  in  Uruguay* 
said,  “expresses  very  well  the  attitude  Diosnel  Silva,  immediate  past  pres- 

of  all  Baptist  people  tow^  ow  mis-  Evangelical  Baptist  Con- 

siona^  brethren.”  He  added  the  cos-  vention  of  Paraguay,  echoed  Modroff 
mopolitan  makeup  of  Argent^  soci-  Kemke;  “I  can’t  begin  to  guess 
ety  would  likely  niute  hostility  di-  what  governments  will  do,  but  all  of  us 
rected  toward  missionaries  from  the  gg  Latin  American  Baptist  leaders  are 
general  public  despite  widespread  praying  that  there  will  not  be  negative 
^er  over  toe  U.S.  government  posi- .  consequences  (related  to  missionary 
tion.  LargI  numbers  of  Americans,  work).  “We  desire  an  open  door  for 
Britons  and  English-speaking  Euro-  cooperation,  good  relations  ^ 

peans  live  in  Argentina.  effective  work,”  Silva  said. 

But  Modroff  said  some  influential 

Argentines  have  depicted  the  battle  Meanwhile  before  armed  conflict 
between  Britain  and  Argentine  forces  ceased,  some  15,000  Argentine 
as  a  “conflict  between  Anglo-Saxon-  evangelicals  (including  Baptists)  at- 
British-American  Protestantism  and  tendedaJune4  rally  in  Buenos  Aires  in 
Latin  Catholicism.”  ’That  interpreta-  support  of  the  Argentine  cause.  ’They 
tion  of  the  struggle,  and  its  potential  prayed  for  peace,  but  took  up  a  collec- 
for  awakeiyng  old  Protestant-Catholic  tion  for  the  patriotic  front,  the  national 
animosities,  has  “distressed  us  fund  supplying  Argentine  forces  with 
greatly,”  Modroff  said.  food,  m^icine  and  other  supplies. 


deavors  ^  for  missionaries  by  name.; 

As  I  was  enroute  home,  a  cab  driven ; 
said,  “I  l^te  to  see  all  you  nice  pe(mle[' 
leave  Neif  Orleans.”  He  was  so  pofiteii 
and  help^  that  I  felt  impelled  to  say^! 
“I  know  From  your  attitude  and  your<i 
behaviouk  that  you  are  a  Christian.”*; 
He  said,rYes,  maam!  I  surely  am.’li 
When  I  got  out,  he  came  around  and! 
shook  hands  with  me  and  wished  me 
happy  journey  home.  [I 


Evervthinff  stolen  Program  dollars  to  the  line  of 

E^veryuiing  sioien  .nearly  $400,000  goes  to  sUppirt  the 

Editor :  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Pu|  lie  Af- 

WhUe  we  were  at  toe  Southern  Bap-  fairs.  I  do  not  believe  ( as  I  feel  i  ime  in 
tist  Convention  in  New  (Orleans  some-  the  Convention-  Office  do)  thi  t  they 

one  stole  everything  out  (rf  the  home  represent  the  majority  of  toe  r$  ik  and 

the  church  provides  fw  us.  My  chil-  file  Baptist  people.  ’The  most  of  is  sup- 

dren’s  clothes,  mine  and  my  wife’s,  port  prayer  in  the  school,  o-Ufe  from 
our  b^s,  our  sofa,  our  pots,  and  our  (anti-abortion),  and  are  stron)  Jy  op- 
food  were  taken.  All  of  this  in  time  can  posed  to  ERA. 
be  replaced.  But  my  books  and  my  Asif  this  were  not  enough.  I  now  find  And 

papers  can’t  be  replaced.  Our  church  that  we  give  (through  our  std  e  con-  larg( 
has  no  insurance  for  the  air  con-  vention)  to  toe  Americans  Unit  jd  For  Bapi 

ditioner  and  other  things  of  mine  that  the  Separation  of  Church  and  State,  fain 

were  taken,  and  I  don’t  expect  ever  to  Could  this  be  true?  Do  you  i  ippose  mad 

getanyofitback.Idohopethatallwho  that  most  MiSsissippians  knb  v  that  BapI 


Cooperative  Program  for  fiscal  year 
1982-63.  ’piere  it  no  money  in  the  geO)- 
erai  budget  of  the  IVQssissippi  Baptist; 
Conventun  for  Americans  United  foki 
toe  Sep^ation  M,  Church  and  State*; 
Any  money  going  tb  Americans  United! 
from  h^tsistippi  Baptists  it  either 
Idnalt  or  from  an  individual^ 
agency  tadget  Americans  United,  of; 
course,  p  not  a  Baptist  agency  at  aii* 
le  Southern  Baptists  are  iti 


this  organization  is  listed  as  on  of  toe 
top  five  support  groups  of  the  j.  imeri- 
can  Humanist?  Let’s  set  the  ^ple 
straight.  God’s  money  does  notj  leed  to 
be  going  to  any  cause  that  outri  ^t  op¬ 
poses  everything  Christianity!  stands 
for.  i 

I 

Michael  O’Brien,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Lexington,  MS 

The  Southern  Baptist  Cimvention  in 
New  Orieans  voted  to  contribute 
$387,406  to  the  Baptist  Joint  C(F>u>ut- 
tee  on  Public  Affairs  through  the 


read  this  letter  will  join  with  me  and 
my  family  in  prayer  that  toe  ones  who 
did  this  awful  thing  will  turn  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  ask  forgiveness. 

Alton  Fagan,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Beaumont,  MS  39423 
Rt.  l,Box3I8 


Hospitaljin  New  Orleans,  where  to« 
diagnosis  was  fungal  pneumonia.  Mrs 
Brown  smd  Tuesday  that  he  was  nol 
respondi|ig  well  to  treatment  and  r^ 
quested  grayer  p  his  behalf. 


on  Public  Affairs  through  the 


Baptist  women  consider 
Service  ominrtiinitipe 
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are  recognized 
in  New  Orleans 

n  Seventeen 

4i/vii»r  ds- 

New  Orleans  Seminary,  noted  that  the  “>  Mississippi  were  recog- 

majw  diffa-ences  between  theological  ? *![?**  national  annual  meet- 

education  then  and  now  is  the  cur-  ‘"8  “‘  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
riculum  and  the  difficulty  of  placing  "let  here  June  13-14. 

u,  war.4’H»r.s'’r,'’ 

careers  in  missions,  work  in  a  com-  Baptist  and 
munity  center,  church  secretary,  stu-  Corinth;  First  BanUsT^Kluf'^nf 
dent  work  or  WMU  positions.  But  de-  FirstBantistandTpmnfi’u^  ♦’*/«  **’ 
spite  these  achievements,  many  posi-  tiesburg;  First  Ban^tuf ^  la *1’ 
tions  formerly  filled  by  women  on  the  First  Bantist  i 
mission  field  and  in  the  local  churches  Louisville  First  Rnnii  T'm  ^  ®apUst, 
are  now  given  to  men,”  Falls  said.  S  Cr^k 
“As  a  result  of  these  exigencies.  First  Bantist  p?oaw 
young  women  completing  their  semi-  Hills  Baptist 
nary  education  are  becoming  frus-  BaiJisTEi?“S, 
trated  and  many  are  returning  to  secu-  Union.  ***  .  and  Neshoba  Baptist, 
lar  positions,”  she  said.  . 

Included  in  the  meeting  were  15  spe-  distinguished  associations  cited 
cial  interest  conferences  covering  the  Lee,  Jones,  Newton,  Sharkey- 

topics  of  mission  issues,  WMU  en-  Issaquena,  and  Winston.  (WMU). 
largement,  need  for  prayer  support 
and  strengthening  the  Cooperative 

^  Fastest  growing 


I,  Jasper  County,  will 
asper  County  Youth 


•  Custom  dskign 
•  Installation  ‘ 
•Sales  j 
•  Service 


•claHsts  In  church 
ind  reinforcement 


HiniMburg,  MS  1S«01 


Medicare  l^applement 

Policy  Fcjfrn  MC-78  ;  | 

Helps  pay  what  IV^icare  doesn't 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  (Optional)  —  Guaranteed  rene' 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  dr  any  insurance  wu  mav  h 


Tpnn.,  was  recognized  for  the  largest 
increase  in  Sunday  School  enrollment. 
The  church  showed  a  net  gain  of  920 
perwns,  increasing  from  6,343  to  7,263 
during  the  year.  Adrian  Rogers  is  pas- 
tqr. 

The  largest  percentage  increase  in 
ehrollment  was  shown  by  Grossman 
Avenue  Baptist  Church.  Glean.  N.Y., 
where  Fred  Fowler  is  pastor.  Enroll¬ 
ment  increased  517  percent,  from  6  to 


For  full  information  fill  out  eoi^n  and  mail  to.-  j 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  *  703  Hi^Way  80  West 

Clinton,. MS  39056 
(601)^24-1119 


Name 


i  Lamourie  Baptist  Church, 
Uecompte,  La.,  was  recognized  fa-  the 
largest  percentage  gain  in  average  at¬ 
tendance.  Increasing  from  8  to  46  the 
church  registered  a  475  percent  gain. 
Marvin  Stalnecker  is  pastor. 


Governor  Winter  to 
speak  at  Northside 

Governor  William  Winter  wiU  be  the 
featured  speaker  at  Nordiside  Bapdit 
Church,  Cihiton  on  Sunday,  July  4.  executive  director. 

'Hie  day's  activities  will  also  include 
an  old-fashioned  “dinner  on  the 
grounds,”  games,  and  other  activities. 

Homemade  «e  creanv  will  eanehide- 
fhe apia-teteei  I  iiiiieiMlei.oegiftifag^iUtH- 
he  no  regularly-scheduled  services  at 


Street 
City  _ 
Phone 


Dorothy  Sample,  right,  of  Flint.  Mich,  was  re-elected  president  of  Woman's  Missio- 
Union.  SBC.  Betty  Gilreath.  left,  of  Charlotte.  N.  C.  was  also  re-elected,  to  a 

Weatherford,  center,  is 


I iUcii  li\  I H(j  StMillui  11  I  ill 


ii- liMiiMiuC.^n  MiHitkiGinfi  >  .Mil 


Revival  dates 


Shorf  (^h  to 


nion 


orify  ■ 

xl  Savior. 

trica  does 
s  each  week, 
ast  one  lost 
8/81  -4/82 

. 13,755 

.  2,668 

.  957 

.  2,144 

. 52,465 

.  7,537 

.  8,206 


Ten  ye^Ys 

we  had  a  lot 
to  learn, 
a  lot  td  say 
and  no  booksi 


Jesus  (^at  as  Lord  t 

Each  st^ent  at  Mid-Am 
two  misT  bn  assignment 
and  mui  witness  to  at  t 
person  e  oh  week. 

Persons  vWtnessed  To . 

Profession  of  Faith  . . . 

AdditlonsByLetter . 

Other  OeciBions . . 

Tracts  Oisdubuled _  _ 

Sermons  Upached . 

Lessons  ®ight . . 


First  Baptist  Church,  Union  (New¬ 
ton  County):  June  27-July  1;  Anis 
Shorrosh,  Mobile,  Ala.,  evangelist; 
Car)  Bridgman,  Meridian,  music 
evangelist;  services  Sunday  at  11  a  m. 
and  nightly  at  7:30;  luncheon  fellow¬ 
ship  Mon.-Thurs.  at  11:20  a.m.;  Ter¬ 
rell  Suggs,  pastor. 


Beat  Line  Church,  Philadelphia 
(Neshoba):  June  27-July  2;  Terry 
•  Plummer,  pastor;  Jerry  Breazeale, 
director.  School  of  Christian  Training, 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  evangelist. 

Sylvarena  Church:  June  27-July  2; 
Cornell  Daughtry,  evangelist,  pastor, 
”  '.  *  — '--i;  Thad  Pritchard, 

,  First,  Summit, 
Robert  Jackson, 


First,  Indianola; 
minister  of  music 
music  evangelist; 
pastor. 

Cedar  Grove  (Marion) :  June  27-July 
2;  Tom  Popelka,  pastor  of  Faith  Co¬ 
venant  BapUst  Church,  Austin,  Texas, 
evangelist;  Dallas  Rayborn,  Hur¬ 
ricane  Creek  Church,  Marion  County, 
music  leader;  Charles  Anglin,  pastor. 

Salem  Church  (Leake):  June  27- 
July  2;  homecoming  and  revival—, 
Sunday  service  at  10  a.m.  lunch 
served,  no  night  service;  Mon.-Fri. 
10:45  a  m.  and  7:45  p.m.;  E.  C.  Smith, 
pastor,  Remus  Church,  evangelist; 
Jason  Sharpe,  pastor. 

Williamsburg  Church  (Covington): 
June  27-July  2;  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  covered  basket  lunch  in  the 
fellowship  hall  and  services  at  1:15 
p.m.;  servicesat7:30p.m.  daily;  Billy 
Greene,  evangelist;  Gale  Anderson, 
pastor. 

New  Hope  (Leake) ;  June  27-July  2j 
Lamar  Williams,  pastor.  Good  Hope 
Church  (Leake),  evangelist;  Reggie 
Daugherty,  music  director,  Walnut 
Grove  Church,  singer;  Sunday  at  11 
a.m.  (followed  by  dinner-on-the- 
ground)  and  7 :30  p.m. ;  week  nights  at 
7:30;  James  H.  Young,  Jr.,  pastor. 

Flection  does  not  exist;  to  under¬ 
stand  it  is  the  triumph  of  human  intel¬ 
ligence;  to  expect  to  possess  it  is  the 


«i  the 
shelf. 


Evtry  faculty  member... accepts 
the  plenary  verbal  inspiration  of  the 
Bible... is  a  faithful  witness  for  Jesus 
Christ... Is  an  active  member  of  a  co-. 
operating  Southern  Baptist  church... 
is  available  for  counseling  with 
students. 


TbacMng 


BR)Neiri  languages  and  Bible  intensives... 

80  that  men  may  be  better  prepared  to  teach 
and  preach 

Tbeolom...so  that  men  might  know.what 
they  believe  and  why 

MiMlont...so  that  men  will  have  the  world  s 
needs  on  their  hearts 

EvengeHsm . . ,  so  that  men  may  know  how  to 
share  their  faith 

Church  Planting  and  QroMrth...so  that  men 
will  know  how  to  begin  churches  and  lead 
them  to  grow 


Andrea  L.  Crowson  has  moved  to 
Byram  Baptist  Church  as  youth  and 
education  director!  She  became  the 
3,415th  member  received  into  the 
church  during  Heny  J.  Bennett’s  pas¬ 
torship  of  38  year^  Bennett  plans  to 
retire  later-  this  year.  Miss  Crowson 
was  graduated  from  Southwestern 
l^mnary  in  May  with  a  Master  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Education  degree.  She  is  from 
Phenix  City,  Ala’.  She  is  also  a 
graduate  of  Liberty  Baptist  College, 
Lynchburg,  Va.  She  served  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  sununer  missionary  undo*  the 
Home  Mission  Board  in  1978. 

Sooth  Looisville  Church,  Louisville 
has  called  Gary  Rivers,  pastor.  Rivers 
came  from  DeKalb  Baptist  Church. 
DeKalb,  Miss.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College,;and  Mid-America 
Seminary,  and  has  done  graduate 
work  at  Mississippi  State.  South 
Louisville  Baptist  Church  greeted  him 
and  his  family  with  an  “Old-Fashioned 
Pounding.” 

Bobby  Borress  has  resigned  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Hinkle  Creek  Church  (Alcorn). 

■  Emmanuel 
Church,  Grenada 
ha^  called  Kim 
Hairey  of  Colum¬ 
bia  as  summer 
minister  of  youth 
iand  children.  Kim 
%  a  senior  major¬ 
ing  in  Bible"  at 
Mountain 


Theological 

Semin®y  is 
being  h^d 
around  me 
world.  T 


Ooctomtn  In  Blbtical  Langunges  baginning 
Fall  Samaatar,  1982 


□nude  Callender  assumed  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  minister  of  education 
at  Second  Church,  Greenville. 

COlloider  holds  a 
degree  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College 
and  a  master  of  re¬ 
ligious  education 
degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

He  is  married  to 
the  former  Ann 
Brown  of  Bogue 
Chitto. 


most  dangerous  kind  of  madness. 
Alfred  de  Musset. 


^  it  ont  Of  hunduBd*  Of  iMtimoniM  to 
tht  glory  of  Josus  Christ.. .“I  thank  God 
for  the  training  I  received  while  a  student  in 
Mid-America  Baptist  Theologicai  Seminary. 
The  professors  ware  an  inspiration  and  i  was 
taught  the  Word  of  God.  God  has  used  my 
leadership  in  Cedar  Heights  Baptist  Church  to 
reach  many  for  Christ.  Our  church  was  6th  in 
baptisms  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Churches  of 
Arkansas  In  190OB1.  Ws  give  God  ihe  glory." 
Aevsfsnd  JmiM  £  Ha|f%  FMtor 
Cedar  Heights  Baptist  (^urch 
North  Littie  Rock,  Arkansas 


Callender 


Second  Baptist  Church,  Greenville, 
has  called  Keith  Stevens  of  Drew  to 
become  minister  of  music  and  youth. 
■dEmijMII  He  soon 

graduate  from 
Delta  State  Univer- 
sity.  Jle  served  as 
minister  of  youth 
IS  fOb  and  chiT^ren  at 
gg  Yale  Street  Baptist 
Church  in  Cleve- 
land,  while  attend- 
•  Vi  ing  coU^e. 

Stevens  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Jennifer  Hays  of  Pearl. 


Listen 


WORLD’S  FAIR  LODGING- 
reasonable  rates.  One  and  two  bed¬ 
room  furnished  apartments;  18 
miles  from  fair.  Filmore  and  'Cita 
Harris  Strunk,  108  Middtebury 
Road,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37830;  phone 


<  r«1it<xl  D\  .Southern  a.s.s<k  latkMi  of  c;<)ilc««-s  aiK(  .s<  Imk)Is.  To  r«t civc  our  nv 

Mid- America  Baptist  Theological 

B.  Gray  Allison,  President 
1255  Poplar  Avenue  Memphis,  Tennessee  381 

Paid  for  by 


(615)  482-3612. 


FOR  SALE:  HAMMOND  B3  OR¬ 
GAN,  $500  -  Elizabeth  Houlihan,  700 
West  President,  Greenwood,  MS 
(001)  453-7804. 


Friends  of  the 


Seminary. 


Blue 

College 


Harvey 


Benefks 

For: 

Hospital  entrance  feem  > 

Blood  ti^ansfusions 

Doctors  fees  ^ 

Ambulahce 

Private  room  expense' 

Nursing  Home 

•Registered  nurse 
- — - ^ — 

Extencl^d  stay 

-  '!  •  - 

PAGE  $  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  June  M,  1182 


Names  in  the  news 


enters  e  >an 


Consequences  of  David’s  census 


John  Merck,  South  Carplina  native  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Dykes  andsons. 

who  has  been  pastor  for  25  years— 12  Jim  and  Joseph,  were  hono»  re¬ 
years  in  Mississippi— is  entering  full  cently  with  a  reception  at  (aj^ke- 
time  evangelism.  Venable  Baptist  Church,  D^tur 

^He  will  complete  his  Dykes  has  served  the  church  aninis 
work  at  Comite  ter  of  music.  He  leaves  tojmend 
Baptist  Church,  Southwestern  Seminary,  Ft.  -  orth 


By  Howard  E.  Spell,  Clinlon  bear  arms?  ■ 

2  Samuel  24 ;  l,M,l5.i842Jt4-25  It  is  inteilesting  to  note  that  when 

I.  David’s  census  (24:1,  It)  Joab  gave  his  report,  it  is  couched. 

Few  thinking  people  can  read  this  somewhat,  in  military  terms— “men 
passage  about  David’s  being  caused  to  that  drew  the  bow’’  (24:9).  Of  course 
take  a  census  of  the  people  and  then  one  cannot  be  positive  about  David’s 
being  punished  for  it,  without  its  rais-  reason,  but  the  fact  remains  that  he 
ing  some  questions  in  their  minds,  confes^  to  the  Lord  that  he  had  done 
Several  English  versions  say  David  wrong.  . 
was  moved  or  incited  to  take  the  cen-  II.  Results ofDavid’s census  <14:15-17) 
sus  without  saying  specifically  who  or  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  know- 
what  moved  him  to  do  so  while  other  ledge  that  repentance  and  confession 
versions  say  quite  simply  that  God  to  God  can  lead  to  forgiveness,  but  for- 
moved  him  to  do  it.  The  writer  of  1  giveness  does  not  always  erase  all  of 
Chronicles  21:1  said  it  was  Satan  who  the  consequences.  God  can  forgive  one 
moved  him  to  number  the  people.  who  loses  an  arm  in  a  drunken  brawl. 
Throughout  Christian  history  many  but  he  does  not  restore  the  lost  arm. 
suggestions  have  been  made  concern-  God’s  response  to  David’s  confes- 
ing  answers  to  the  question  as  to  why  sion  was  in  directing  the  seer  Gad  to 
God  would  have  led  David  to  do  some-  tell  David  he  had  the  choice  of  three 
thing  and  then  inflict  punishment  for  punishments  for  his  sin.  He  could  elect 
his  having  done  so.  In  textual  criticism  to  have  seven  years  of  famine,  three 
it  is  often  said  that  the  most  difficult  months  of  fleeing  from  his  foes  as  they 
reading  or  rendering  is  likely  the  cor-  pursued  Wn),  or  three  days  of  pesti- 
rect  one.  If  this  idea  is  followed,  then  lence  in  tft  land.  David  apparently  felt 
one  would  reject  the  reading  of  1  God’s  mercy  might  better  be  shown  in 
Chronicles  and  accept  the  fact  that  the  pestilence,  and  he  chose  that 
God .  in  some  way.  led  David  or  put  him  punishment, 
in  such  a  position  that  he  was  caused  to  As  a  resujt  of  David’s  sin  and  his 
take  a  census  of  the  people.  It  should  be  choice.  70,000  men  from  throughout 
emphasized  here,  howler,  that  after  the  country-died.  “When  the  angel 
the  census  was  completed  and  David’s  stretched  out  his  hand  toward 
heart  troubled  him,  he  accepted  the  full  Jerusalem  to  destroy  it.  the  Lord  re¬ 
responsibility.  He  did  not  even  inti-  lented  from  the  calamity,  and  said  to 
mate  the  Lord  was  the  cause  of  his  hav-  the  angel  who  destroyed  the  people.  ‘It 
ing  numbered  the  people.  is  enough !  now  relax  your  hand !  ’  And 

When  Joab  was  commanded  to  go  theapfeeloftheLordwasbythethresb- 
throughout  all  the  land,  even  from  Dan  ing  floor  of„Araunah  the  Jebusite" 
to  Beersheba  ( the  northernmost  part  (24:15  NASV ).  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
to  the  southernmost  part)  and  number  New  American  Standard  Version  uses 
all  the  people,  herald  the questionas  the  word  “relented’’  rather  than  “re- 
to  why  this  should  be  done.  The  king’s  pented”  as  t)  several  other  versions, 
word  was  law,  however,  and  Joab  and  Even  when  ,the  word  “repented”  is 
the  captains  of  the  host  set  about  ac-  used  of  God„  we  are  not  to  understand 
complishing  the  task  which  required  it  in  the  same  sense  of  man’s  repen- 
ten  months,  lacking  a  few  days.  Hav-  tance. 

ing  been  given  the  results  of  the  cen-  God  does  not  commit  a  wrong  or  sin- 
sus,  David’s  heart  troubled  him  and  he  ful  act  and  does  not  need  to  repent  in 
confessed  to  the  Lord  that  he  had  sin-  the  sense  thht  we  attach  to  the  term, 
ned  greatly  in  what  he  had  done.  God  often  makes  promises  to  his 
Since  taking  a  census  does  not  seem  people  which  are  conditioned  on  their 

to  be  such  a  sinful  thing,  most  people  doing  certain  things.  If  they  fail  to 
would  likely  look  for  the  answer  in  carry  out  their  part  of  the  bargain,  God 
seeking  to  decide  the  purpose  for  may  withhold  the  blessing.  Similarly 
which  it  was  done.  Did  David  have  in  Ciod  can  predict  punishment  and  then 
mind  a  major  public  works  or  building  stay  the  punishment  if  people  repent, 
program,  and  was  the  census  made  in  Jonah,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
order  to  find  the  number  of  men  who  Lord,  said:  “Yet  forty  days  and 
could  be  conscripted  into  a  labor  Nineveh  will  be  overthrown”  (Jonah 
force?  Was  he  interested  in  some  new  3:4b  NASV),  but  the  city  was  not  over¬ 
form  of  taxation  and  needed  to  know  thrown.  When  God  saw  the  people 
the  number  from  whom  increased  re-  turning  from  their  wickedness,  he  re¬ 
venues  could  be  secured?  Was  he  pented  (relented)  and  stayed  the 
thinking  of  other  military  conquests  punishment.  When  David  saw  his 
and  needed  to  know  the  number  able  to  people  being  punished,  he  begged  tha> 


James  Lee  Edwards  (left)  of  Meri¬ 
dian  is  congratulated  by  Jerry 
Breazeale.  director  of  the  School  of 
Christian  Training  at  flew  Orleans 
Seminary,  for  his  achievements  for 
the  academic  year  1981-82.  Edwards 
was  named  the  outstanding  student  in 
the  associate  of  divinity  program  at 
the  school:  Edwards  received  a  plaque 
from  the  Seminary  and  the  Zondervan 
pictorial  Encyclopedia  of  the  Bible 
from  Zondervan  Press.  He  received 
the  associate  of  divinity  degree  on  May 
22.  He  is  pastor  of  Corinth  Baptist 
Church  Dekalb,  Miss. 

Mrs.  G^nevery  D.  Zachary,  native 
Mississippian,  recently  received  her 
29-year  pip  for  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  morning  and  night  worship 
services,  Sunday  School,  Church 
Training,  WMU,  and  Wednesday  night 
services.  $he  received  the  award  from 
her  pastor,  D.  Glenn  Simmons,  First 
Baptist  Oiurch,  Homer,  La.  This  is 
apparently  a  record  in  the  SBC.  She  is 
a  fwmer  member  of  Taylorsville  First 
Baptist  Church  and  Second  Avenue 
Baptist  Church,  Laurel,  Miss.  • 


[aster 


Devotional — 

even  say 


By  Paul  D.  Aultman,  pastor.  First,  Ocean  Springs 
I  I  Peter  5:7  | 

An  experience  of  a  seminary  professor  has  beeh  unforgettable.  The  action  took 
place  when  he;  the  professor,  was  a  student.  Final  ^xams  loomed  before  him.  He 
was  secluded  for  study.  Persistently  his  toddler  son  kept  interrupting.  With 
IBSIlHIIjlH  exasperation  he  ushered  the  little  fellow  out  of  the  room  and 
slammed  the  door  .  .  .  upon  the  finger  of  his  son.  The  father 
ignored  the  howls. 

Later  his  wife  told  him  "that  his  son,  between  sobs,  had 
jp  informed  mother  as  to  what  had  happened  and  concluded  by 

Daddy  didn’t  even  say ‘Ouch.’ ” 


First  Baptist  Church  of  Sumn^  hon¬ 
ored  Mrs.  Janie  Rollins  on  Maw  for 
over  30  years  of  service  in  the  ®sery 
and  preschool  departments^  the 
church.  Since  Ihe  earlyj^O’s, 
“Mamaw”  Rollins  has  given  ^Virtg 
care  and  guidance  to  the  man  chil¬ 
dren  Sumner.  Over  60  perse.  )s  at¬ 
tended  a  reception  in  her  honoi  i  Pic¬ 
tured  are  Mrs.  Meadie  Williamil  pre- 
sWol  Sunday  School  teachei  and 


^  believers  know  by  experience,  that 
we  have  a  Heavenly  Father  who  does  say,  “Ouch.”  We  know  it 

■  “P®"  church  secretary ;  Mrs.  Janie  RMlins ; 

AShnab  ^  u’  ,  Mrs.  Helen  McCullough,  Chili-en's 

Auinnao  ,s  who  supplies  our  every  need  ...  who  leads  Department  Director;  and  Carl  White, 

1.  .  .who  restores  us.  .  .who  guides  us.  .  .who  removes  the  fear  from  the  deep,  graduate  of  Southern  Seminary!  who 
smal,  dark  experiences  .  .  .  who  comforts  us .  . ,  who  anoints  us  with  the  oil  (rf  recently  went  to  Sumner  as  pastor. 
;ceptance  .  .  .  whose  lovingkindness  pursues  us  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
irth  .  .  .  and  who  will  ultimately  draw  us  unto  himself. 

His  Son,  our  Saviour,  teaches  us  that  we  are  of  more  worth  and  value  than  all 
le  sparrows  and  lilies  who  are  never  forsaken  by  him.  He  has  knowledge  of  all 


MISSISSIPPI  NATIVE  TOMMY  W.^ 
GOODE  (left)  was  the  1982  recipient  ofC 
the  American  Bible  Society  Award  for 9 
Public  Reading  of  Scripture  at  Midwest- 1 
ern  Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The 
award  is  presented  to  the  graduate  who  ' 
has  excelled  in  the  public  reading  of 
Scripture.  The  award  was  presented  to 
Goode,  a  native  of  Blue  Mountain,  dur¬ 
ing  commencement  services  on  May  IS 
by  LARRY  BAKER,  academic  dean-elect 
of  the  seminary.  Goode,  who  earned  the 
diploma  in  theology,  is  currently  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Rjverside,  Mo 


TEMPLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH^HAT 
TIESBURG  recently  ordained  May nc 
Ross.  Doyle  Downs,  and  Dorrafl^  Au 
Itman  as  deacons,  pictured  left  tp'right. 


friend  who  betrayed 


reenactment,  renewal 

whereby  adult 


When  Jesus  identified  Judas  as  the 
betrayer  the  others  missed  the  mes¬ 
sage  but  Judas  understood  and  “Satan 
took  possession  of  Judas”  (John  13 :27, 
Williams  translation).  The  alienation 
of  Judas  was  now  complete.  He  was 
the  betrayer! 


Jesus  repeatedly  referred  tj 


By  Louie  Farmer,  Jr.,  Hattiesburg 

Mark  14:10-11;  17-21;  43-40;  Matt.  shame,  the  disaster,  and  the  de^  he 
n  :3-5  was  about  to  suffer.  Such  thinkii  g  did 

Sheep  are  very  strange  animals,  not  fit  into  the  idea  of  the  kingdi  m  of 
Among  their  idiosyncrasies  is  the  fact  which  Judas  wanted  to  be  a  part  (j  dark 
that  a  flock  of  sheep  is  v^y  difficult  to  8:31;  9:31;  10:33,34). 
drive  through  an  unfamiliar  gate.  No  Included  in  the  background  i  crip- 
individual  sheep  is  willing  to  be  the  turefortoday  isth’e  story  (John  1!  :3-€) 
first  to  venture  through.  In  of  Mary  pouring  expensive  perM  je  on 
stockyards— especially  those  con-  Jesus' feet.  Judas  thought  of  thej 'alue 
nected  with  a  slaughterhouse— a  goat  of  that  perfume,  for  his  contrt  lling 
is  placed  in  the  flock  before  an  attempt  passion  was  money.  He  asked  wll  r  this 
to  drive  the  sheep.  That  goat  goes  could  not  have  been  sold  ani  the 
ahead  and  the  unsuspectihg  sheep  fol-  money  given  to  the  poor.  j 
low  in  a  stream,  even  into  the  slaugh-  John  wrote  that  Judas  was  i|  >t  in¬ 
ter  house.  Guess  the  name  given  to  terested  in  the  poor;  he  wantai  the 
such  a  goat  who  betrays  the  trust  of  money  {)ut  into  the  common  trd  isure 
sheep.  Sure!  He  is  called  “Judas.”  Our  which  he  carried  and  could  pilfi  r  be- 
study  for  today  will  show  why.  cause  “he  was  a  thief.”  Jesus  com- 

I.  A  betrayer  developed  (John  12:3-6,  mended  Mary  for  what  she  was  qoing. 
and  ofliersl^  thus  indirectly  rebuking  Judas.  That 

We  sometimes  wonder  why  Jesus  must  have  cut  deeply  and  have  driven 
selected  Judas  Iscariot  as  an  apostle,  him  further  away. 

It  appears  the  other  eleven  apostles  The  alienation  of  Judas  was  corn- 
trusted  and  respected  him.  At  the  time  pleted  at  the  Last  Supper  when  Jesus 
he  was  chosen  he  seemed  to  be  as  good  indicated  that  he  had  developed  into  a 
a  choice  as  they  were.  Judas’  natural  betrayer.  That  incident  will  be  discus-  V.  A  betrayer  paid-off  (Matt  27:3-5) 
interest  was  in  the  money  and  there-  sed  below,  under  VA  betrayal  pre-  We  are  told  that  Judas  repented.  It 
fore  he  was  trusted  with  the  common  dieted.”  ^  was  not  genuine  scriptural  repentance 

funds  of  the  apostles.  II.  A  betrayal  planned  (Markl4:fiD,ll)  but  deep,  gnawing  remorse.  The  inlo- 

When  Judas  became  an  apostle  he  .  After  the  stinging  rebuke  irom  xicating  iirfluence  which  had  led  him 
had  a  definite  belief  that  Jesus  was  the  Jesus,  Judas  was  confused,  frusfl-ated  to  the  betrayal  was  gone.  Only  the 
Jewish  Messiah.  He  had  a  glowing  vis-  and  likely  angry.  He  went  to  theffchief  stark  reality  of  the  deed  was  left, 
ion  of  Jesus  restoring  the  Kingdom  of  .priests  who  were  seeking  how  p  do  In  an  attempt  to  undo  his  sin  Judas 
David  and  he  wanted  to  have  a  part  in  pway  with  Jesns  without  incitjng  a  went  back  to  the  chief  priests,  and  con¬ 
it.  Judas  expected  an  earthly  king-  riot.  To  get  the  complete  picture,  fessing  that  he  had  sinned,  tried  to  re- 
dom.  but  remember  that  James  and  please  read  the  parallel  passages:  turn  the  “blood  money.’/Jn  effect  they 
John  and  perhaps  all  the  others,  be-  Matt.  26:14-16;  and  Luke  22:3-6.,  said,  “That’s  your  problem,  you 
lieved  the  same  thing.  It  is  difficult  to  know  just  ivhat  scum!”  So  Judas  threw  the  silver 

As  the  course  of  events  began  to  dif-  Judas’  motive  was.  He  may  justttiave  pieces  on  the  temple  floor  and  left.  | 
fer  from  this  dream,  there  began  a  been  hurt  and  angry;  he  may  have  Finding  no  relief,  because  he  re- 
very  slow  and  painful  disintegration  of  been  trying  to  force  Jesus  to  g;t  on  pented  a^  confessed  wrongly,  Judas 
this  loyal  and  sincere  aposjle  into  one  with  the  process  of  setting  up  hia  lung-  continued  to  grow  more  disturbed.  The 
who  could  betray  his  leader..  dom;  or  he  may  have  been  try]  ig  to  burden  became  so  heavy  that  he  went 

The  alienation  of  Judas  from  Jesus  salvage  what  he  could  from  J  >sus’  and  hanged  himself, 
seems  to  have  begun  in  Capernaum  “crumbling  enterprise.”  j 
when  many  of  Jesus’ followers  left  and  Judas  offered  to  lead  the  :hief 
did  not  fdlow  him  any  more.  It  was  priests  to  Jesus  in  some  inconspi)  uous 
evident  to  Jesus  that  Judas  was  having  placeandtime.They  were  please  land 
doubts  for  Jesus  said,  “Did  I  not  gave  him  thirty  pieces  of  silver  for  his 
choose  the  twelve  of  you?  Yet  one  of  efforts.  Judas'  left  them  to  find  tte  op- 
you  is  a  devil”  (John  6:70).  We  are  portunity  to  accomplish  his  task', 
specifically  told  that  Jesus  meant  III.  A  betrayal  predicted  (I^ark 
Judas.  From  this  beginning  the  aliena-  14:17-21) 

tion  of  Judas  steadily  progressed,  step  When  Jesus  and  the  twelve  met  for 
by  step.-  '  the  Passover  meal  Judas  was  stiU  very 

Judas  was  not  drifting  from  Jesus  as  confused  and  perhaps  angry  as  he  bra- 
his  leader  but  Jesus’ leading  was  not  in  zenly  took  a  place  near  Jesus  at  the 
the  direction  Judas  expected.  He  re-  table.  Jesus  was  quite  troubled,  also, 
membered  the  recent  incident  when  He  pointed  out  that. he  would  soon  be 
Jesus  resisted  being  made  king  by  betrayed  by  one  of  them.  The  apostles, 
force  (John  6:15).  This  was  hard  for  one  by  one.  asked  “Is  it  I?”  Even 
Judas  to  understand.  He  .was  con¬ 
stantly  following  Jesus,  bht  under¬ 
standing  him  less  and  less.  ^ 


1  By  James  L.  Travis  whereby  adult  human  beings  teach 

Pastoral  Services  children  what  to  value  and  why,  is  one 

University  Medical  Center,  Jackson  which  goes  onjn  spite  of  ourselves.  We 
Deuteronomy  31:12-13a,  26:1-4, 9:11a  teach  our  children  something.  The 
To  stand  back  from  the  specifics  in  question  is  what  values  do  we  impart? 
the  book  of  Deuteronomy  and  look  at  it  The  emphasis  in  this  part  of 
as  a  whole  is  to  realize  that  this  ancient  Deuteronomy  is  upon  the  deliberate 

writing  is  primarily  a  call  for  com-  and  intentional  imparting  of  the  truth 

mitment  and  renewal.  Based  upon  the  of  God’s  life  land  love  for  his  people.  As 

events  of  the  distant  past,  in  which  Christians  we  should  take  heed  to 

Moses  had  declared  the  truth  of  recognize  thiat  our  children  need  to  be 

Yahweh  to  a  people  about  to  claim  a  given  the  freedom  to  develop  their 

promise,  this  writihg  now  serves  the  ideas  in  an  atmosphere  of  acceptance 

monarchy  of  Israel  both  as  guideline  and  toleration.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 

for  and  challenge  to  a  new  commit-  important  for  them  to  have  sortie  firm 

ment  to  their  G(^.  jt  is  the  book  of  ^he  and  clear  structure  of  belief  within 

covenant.  With  mahy  recollections  of  which  to  decide  what  their  belief  will 

what  had  gone  before,  it  stands  both  in  be. 

its  time  and  now’as  a  call  to  rehearse  The  kind  of  extreme.permissiveness 

for  what  lies  ahead.  which  confui^s  freedom  with  having 

I.  The  need  for  warship  (31: 12- 13a):  no  boundaries  makes  a  drastic  mis- 

With  the  admonitton  to  gather  the  take.  By  not  giving  our  children  a 
people  together,  inqluding  not  only  the  value  context  in  which  to  decide 
adults,  but  especially  the  children,  and  whether  or  not  they  will  assume  those 
even  those  who  were  strangers  within  values  leaves  them  flounderihg  and 
the  community,  the  writer  sets  forth  essentially  impaired  in  being  able  to 
the  purposes  for  thjs  collective  religi-  •  have  a  clear-cut  system  of  any  belief, 
ous  ritual.  The  pedple  were  to  come  So  what  parents  and  all  adults  are 

together  in  order  to  hear  those  funda-  called  upon  tb  do  is  a  difficult  task.  We 

mental  [rinciples  which  had  been  pm-  are  called  u^n  to  teach  our  faith  sys- 

bedded  in  their  livps,  but  which  also  tern  to  our  craldren  in  clear  and  unmis- 

needed  to  be  called  again  to  clearer  takable  ways  and  realize  then  that 
awareness.  they  must  havf  the  freedom  within 

'This  hearing  was  not  an  end  within  which  to  make  choices  about  their  own 
itself,  but  a  means  to  the  end  that  they  beliefs.  Our  iaslcis  not  to  force  them  to 

may  learn  what  was  fundamentally  believe  like  us  by  however  subtle  a 

important  in  attempting  to  live  as  method,  but  rather  to  make  sure  they 

God’s  people.  This  would  Ik  relearning  have  a  clear  idea  of  why  our  faith  and 

for  those  adults  who  would  have  par-  values  are  important  to  us.  This  was 

ticipated  in  this  event  before.  It  would  the  intent  of  the  writer  of 

have  been  a  new  awareness  for  those  Deuteronon^,  namely,  that  they  be 
children  who.  for  the  first  time,  wit-^clear  and  subightforward  in  declaring 
nessed  this  declaration  of  God’s  graci-^the  faith  on  which  their  community 
ous  deliverance  in  the  past  and  his  was  based. 

promises  for  the  future.  The  wisdom  II.  Worship  deserves  the  best  (26:1- 
which  would  accrue  in  this  learning  4):  This  recollection  of  Moses’ address 
experience  included  a  basic  respect  to  the'peopje  of  Israel  included  the 
for  God  and  an  awareness  that  his  admonition  ^or  a  specific  recognition 
truth  was  the  foundation  upon  which  of  God’s  graciousness  when  they  en- 
life  most  productively  could  be  lived,  tered  the  premised  land.  They  were  to 
The  children  for  whom  this  might  make  sure  ihat  after  they  had  taken 
have  been  a  new  experience  were  sing-  charge  in  the  land  and  established 
led  out  as  a  way  of  stressing  the  impor-  themselves  jlhey  were  to  offer  the  very 
tance  of  worship  for  them.  Where  they  best  of  the  fruit  of  their  labors  as  a 
would  have  had  no  blear  awareness  of  testimony  of  their  own  gratitude  and 
what  all  of  the  religious  life  was  about,  awareness  that  it  all  came  from  God’s 

this  kind  of  gathei^  and  worship  ex-  goodness.  Sjpecific  instructions  were 
periepce  could  be  a  pniethod  of  teaching  given  as  to  the  method  they  were  to 
them  to  interpret  life  in  light  of  God’s  *use.  They  Were  to  gather  the  best  of 
truth.  It  of  ten  has  been  said  that  we  are  their  produde,  take  it  to  the  place  of 

only  one  generation  removed  from  a  worship,  deblare  unto  the  priest  that 
culture  which  has  forgotten  its  basic  they  recpgnjized  the  hand' of  God  in  all 
values.  TTie  socialization  experience  of  their  livesi,  and  give  to  the  priest  this 


IV.  A  betrayal  performed  (Mark 
14:43-46) 

..bidas,  filled  with  fear,  hatred,  and 
confusion,  wentout  to  contact  the  chief 
priests.  They  arranged  a  motley  sort 
of  pos.se  to  bring  Jesus  into  custody. 
Judas  led  them  to  the  garden  where  he 
knew  Jesus  would  go  to  pray.  Judas 
went  directly  to  Jesus,  called  him, 
“Teacher”  and  kissed  him— the  signal 
to  the  crowd  that  this  was  Jesus.  It  was 
a  customary  greeting  between 
^achers  and  pupils. 

Xjhose  who  had  come  with  Judas  took 
Jesus  to  be  tried  and  then  crucified. 
Judas  was  beginning  to  realize  what 
he  had  done. 


is  a  way  out- 
ferdnee! 


